
Annual Review 



In our regular communications this year we
continued to update members on key local issues
and celebrated the architectural history and beauty
of the Bedford Park heritage. 

The number of planning applications submitted 
to the Local Authorities was slightly lower this 
year, closer to the long-term average. Unfortunately,
there are repeated applications and work to houses
which are eroding the character of Bedford Park –
for alterations to roofs, oversized and
unsympathetically designed garden structures, 
and changes to the interiors of listed houses. 
More details of these and our planning work 
are covered on page 2.

In 2023 we completed a significant initiative to help
homeowners wishing to improve the energy
efficiency of their homes. After considerable
research and consultation with experts during
2022/23, we finalised the contents of an Energy
Conservation Guide in 2023, distributing it to the
wider Bedford Park community at no cost to
householders, as part of our commitment to
supporting local residents. The guide was extremely
well received, including by the Society for the
Protection of Ancient Buildings and Historic England. 

The proposed easing of night flight restrictions at
Heathrow with flights directly over Bedford Park will
result in major night-time disturbance and increased
pollution for residents. A major priority of our work
on local issues was, therefore, to develop responses
and guidance for members regarding consultations
on this issue, and to encourage everyone’s
participation in submitting objections.

Several heritage projects were progressed. Work to
conserve the original Tabard sign was completed,
the replacement war memorial plaques were
installed, and steps taken to reinstate our oral
history project, which had been put on hold during
the pandemic. During the year we offered members
a well-received programme of events including two
on-line talks and the annual Betjeman lecture, as
well as our annual party, providing members with
the opportunity to meet. 

We completed the transfer of our activities 
and membership to the new Bedford Park Society
Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) on 
1 January and the Society’s main business will now
be conducted under this more convenient format.

Membership and volunteers
We are extremely grateful to all our volunteers who
have worked so hard this year on behalf of Bedford
Park. We were very sorry that Imelda Jones stood
down from our Events & Merchandise Committee
and would like to thank her for her considerable
contribution to our many successful and enjoyable
events. Amanda Chuck, already our Road
Representative for Fielding Road, joined the
committee. The Planning Committee was very glad
to be joined by a new member, Barbara Boehm, who
has spent her entire professional career working as
an architect in London, having trained initially in
Poland, and is a long-standing resident of Bedford
Park. 

Volunteer your time
We believe our team of volunteers find it very
satisfying working for Bedford Park and enjoy the
congenial company. We would welcome additional
support with several specific heritage projects,
planning issues, representing views to local councils,
helping with our archive material, communications
and general administration and governance. We
would be delighted to hear from you if you would
like to help either on a regular or occasional basis.

The wide range of our work and details of our key
initiatives are described more fully in each section
of this review of the year.

1 Chair’s report

Helen Jameson, Chair, 
The Bedford Park Society

Working to prevent threats to
Bedford Park’s important heritage,
completing our important new
Energy Conservation guide,
responding to concerns about the
street scene, conserving an important
historical asset and continuing our
programme of events formed the
focus of our work in 2023.
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Of these, 45 were approved
and five refused by
Hounslow or Ealing Planning
Departments; 12 were
undetermined at the end of
the year. The relatively low
number of refusals in part
reflects the efficient running
of the planning system to
which the Society makes
important contributions. 
The Society advises many
applicants before they
submit applications; our
detailed comments can guide
applicants to formulate
acceptable revised
applications. Many
applications are for repairs 
to elements such as fences,
brickwork, and fenestration.
Appropriate detailing and
choice of appropriate
materials and designs are
important in maintaining the
architectural integrity of each building and of 
the Bedford Park Conservation area as a whole. 
The Society’s “Technical Notes” published on our
website provide detailed guidance for this kind 
of application. 

Loss of character
Nonetheless we continue to be faced with a regular
flow of three kinds of applications which constitute
long-term threats to the architectural integrity of
Bedford Park. The demand for new buildings in
gardens as well as oversized and unsympathetic
extensions threatens the balance of green space to
buildings, the vistas between buildings and the
settings of listed buildings. Second, requests for
changes to roofscapes, in particular proposals for
the insertion of dormer windows and other
rooflights detract from the spectacular original
roofscapes, which are such an important
characteristic of Bedford Park. The original architects
did make use of dormers, but sparingly, and many of
the skylights for which permission is now being
sought appear to be providing light needlessly to
areas used only for storage. Third, changes are being

made to the interiors of listed
houses during substantial
refurbishment, resulting in
period details and layout being
lost. In some cases, local
authority permission has been
granted but on the basis of
insufficient information provided
by applicants and in others it
may be that changes are being
carried out without permission.
As a result, there is a gradual loss
of the character of the Bedford
Park interior. Bedford Park
residents recognise these
threats and many of them have
filed objections on council
planning websites, in particular
for applications for oversized
new structures in gardens.

The Planning Committee
contributed to Ealing’s Generic
Management Plan for
Conservation Areas 2023, which

was approved during the year and replaces the
Bedford Park Conservation Area Management Plan. It
is hoped that Hounslow’s new Conservation Area
Appraisal is finalised soon. The completion of a
document providing guidance on Energy
Conservation is reported on in the Chair’s Report.

While our first bid (with Brentham Garden Suburb) to
be listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site was
unsuccessful, this experience nonetheless
strengthened our view that that there is a
compelling case for Bedford Park to be considered.
The evaluation panel seemingly accepted this but
were constrained by UNESCO’s current preference
for sites of natural rather than cultural significance.
We are considering how to progress towards a listing
of Bedford Park. 

The decision to grant planning permission or listed
building consent rests with Ealing and Hounslow
councils. The Society’s very experienced Planning
Committee comments on all applications though the
councils are not obliged to take note of these views.
The Planning team is happy to be consulted by owners
and their architects before an application is made,
often leading to adjustments, facilitating an approval. 

Planning report 2

In 2023 the Planning Committee reviewed 63
applications – including many for listed buildings
which also requiring listed building consent. This was
a return to a longer-term average after exceptionally
high numbers in 2021/2. 



We would like to remind members that it’s key for
everyone to submit individual feedback on surveys
and consultations and to lodge any complaints
directly with the relevant council. This invariably has
more impact on local councils or government
policies than a single response from the Society.

Tree management
The Society arranged meetings to walk around
Bedford Park with both the Ealing and Hounslow
tree officers, giving us the opportunity to discuss
pruning, removal, and replacement of trees.

Following delays caused by the pandemic and the
need to replace the previous contractor, Ealing
Council recommenced their tree inspection and
pruning programmes in 2023. With the appointment
of additional tree officers, they planned to complete

the backlog of pruning by
the end of the 2023/24
financial year and work on
the plane trees during the
winter months. A
programme of new plantings
includes over 30 trees on
Acton Green. The winter of
2025/26 should see the
next inspection and pruning
cycle. 

Hounslow were more up to
date with pruning but
behind on new plantings.
Finding suitable tree pits is
more difficult because of

the proliferation of services under the pavements
and there have been problems involving subsidence
of buildings. Hounslow Highways’ policy is to
undertake a survey and safety inspection of street
trees on a rotational basis, covering a third of the
borough’s street trees each year. The next inspection
was due at the end of 2023 for work to be done in
2024. 

It is not known how much the continuing problems
with horse chestnuts due to age, disease, and leaf
miner moth infection, impact the longevity of the
trees. As a result, Hounslow may use crown lifting
more than pruning to avoid risking the health of the
tree as growth has slowed. The next pruning cycle is
planned for the winter of 2024/25.

Tree watering
With the help of a number of local residents, the
Society co-ordinated a watering schedule to
supplement both Councils’ programmes following
the planting of a significant number of new trees in
2021 and 2022. Young trees are particularly
vulnerable in hot, dry, conditions in the first two to
three years after planting. Only one new street tree
was planted in 2023, which was given some
supplementary watering during June, but more
street trees are expected to be planted in 2024.
Members are asked to contact the Society if they see
a street tree requiring water.

Pavements, leaves and weeds 
There were a number of examples of paving stones
being replaced with tarmac. After following this up
with the help of local councillors, both Hounslow
and Ealing Councils confirmed that, wherever
practical, damaged paving stones in Bedford Park
will be replaced on a like-for-like basis rather than
with tarmac – the exception being where tree roots
or utility cabling make this impossible. 

As ever, both councils struggled to keep up with the
autumn leaf fall although they said that they had
employed additional teams of sweepers and given
priority to streets with the heaviest fall. We advised
members how to request a spot clearance of any
dangerous build-up of leaves or arrange for
equipment to carry out leaf clearances on their own
road.

3 Tackling issues…

Once again, we continued to focus our work on local
issues affecting members with much of our efforts this
year directed towards the management of street trees,

weeds and pavements. We also continued to keep
everyone up to date with any important developments

or consultations via regular editions of our electronic
newsletter: E-news.



…and improving the streetscape 4

Both Ealing and Hounslow now have a policy of
removing weeds in street areas manually rather than
using chemicals, resulting in the need for more
frequent removal since the weeds grow back more
quickly. Hounslow’s 2023 weeding programme of
the “most severely affected carriageways” excluded
most of the Bedford Park roads, although the Council
stated that every street in the borough would be
attended to via one of the three Council weed
removal services. We advised members to report
individual roads not covered, which would be
prioritised by severity. Ealing’s weed clearing is
carried out as part of their deep cleaning four times
a year which includes standard cleaning plus weeds,
blossom, leaves and the build-up of dirt and grit.
There was an inevitable build-up of weeds,
particularly in the Hounslow area of Bedford Park,
and, where practical, residents were encouraged to
remove weeds close to their houses before they
become a significant problem. 

Anyone concerned about unsafe or oversized trees,
uneven pavements caused by tree roots, dangerous
leaf build-up or weeds should report this online to the
relevant Council. The Society can assist if no response
is received. 

Surveys on local issues
During the year we included information on various
consultations to help ensure everyone was able to
submit views should they wish to. This included a
survey on the Chiswick High Road Cycle Lane when
a six-month public consultation on the revised
experimental scheme was launched, to help
Transport for London decide whether to make the
experimental scheme permanent.  Ealing also

launched a survey on cycling designed to compile
views about how the Council could improve the
network of cycling routes and encourage more
cycling, including suggestions on improvements to
the existing cycle routes and where new routes
might be installed.

Hounslow launched a new council dockless electric
cycle hire scheme, with up to 300 new bike bays
due to be installed in designated parking areas
across the borough on pavements and existing car
parking bays where space allows unrestricted access
of pedestrians. Experimental Traffic Orders were
issued to enable their conversion for an initial trial
period of six-months.

Heathrow threat
The Department for Transport’s consultation on
night-time flights sought views on the proposed
night-time noise abatement objectives for Heathrow,
Gatwick and Stansted, which will shape proposals
for the next flight regime due to commence in
October 2025. Any easing of night flight restrictions
at Heathrow would cause major disturbance to all
Bedford Park and Chiswick residents with more
flights, more noise and more pollution. The Society
prepared a formal submission and provided
suggested responses for any residents who might
require an aide in preparing their response in
relation to Heathrow. The Society will be issuing a
response and guidance for members on a second
consultation survey due by 22 May 2024: “Night
flight restrictions: Heathrow, Gatwick and Stansted
airports from October 2025.” All members are
encouraged to submit their views.



Online lectures
Two online lectures were presented by Nicholas
Friend MA, FRSA in February and March, tracing the
development of city design – from the idealistic
vision of the Bedford Park Garden Suburb to the
climate change issues facing cities of the future. 

In Early dreams of better communal lives: from
Bedford Park to Le Corbusier Nicholas outlined the
dreams held by many for a “better” life and how this
looked for 19th and 20th century communities. The
middle classes might move “out” via the new
transport links to satellite areas such as Bedford
Park and Hampstead Garden Suburb while the
Garden City developed by Ebenezer Howard in 1898
produced practical solutions for housing workers
alongside industries. Plans for Garden Cities and
Suburbs across Europe provided accommodation for
workers in healthier spaces. In more avant-garde
plans “the future” looked more vertical as in the
1902 Flatiron building in New York. Le Corbusier led
the debate on a “contemporary town” where, to
increase density in a city space, vertical growth is
needed. 

In the second lecture “Design of the Future City:
challenges to the city in the age of climate change”
Nicholas showed a fascinating series of examples
demonstrating the challenges of housing the world’s
growing population in the context of climate change.
He looked at alternative energy sources as well as
exploring how the variety of our cities can be
preserved. He touched on the development of Port

Sunlight in the 1920s and concepts such as A Future
City Design by Walt Disney in the 1950s, floating
cities in The Maldives and cities in Mexican forests.

Ultimately, Nicholas’s message was one of optimism.
Major changes will have to take place but the
growing body of research into future possibilities
provides comfort — innovative design and
appropriate use of AI should secure a cleaner and
greener life in our cities for the future.

Women of the Victorian Art World

Our annual Betjeman Lecture was held on 12
October at ArtsEd Schools when art historian
Suzanne Fagence Cooper took the audience on a
whirlwind tour through the 1870s and beyond in
Victorian England.

The network of makers, producers, buyers and
consumers at this time featured many ordinary
women but the most familiar name is that of Jane
Morris, the wife of William Morris — a working-class
woman from Oxford who became an expert
embroiderer, model, muse, author and an invaluable
part of the firm of Morris & Co. The couple’s
friendships with other artists were close and often
tangled, including Gabriel Dante Rossetti who
became entranced by Jane, resulting in a
complicated relationship. The Morris family moved
to Turnham Green for a while where they continued
to work and bring up their daughters.

5 Events…

The team was busy organising the Bedford Park
Society’s events and promoting our merchandise

throughout the year.



Another member of the Morris’s circle was Edward
Burne-Jones whose wife, Georgie, kept records,
letters and diaries, which show the collaborative
nature of the work involving men and women within
these creative households. An exciting moment in
the evening occurred when just as a slide showing a
painting by Louise Joplin, a very successful painter
and writer of the period and friend to John Everett
Millais, was revealed a cry went up — her
granddaughter was in the audience. Lucy and Kate
Faulkner explored another way to enter the art
world, writing guidebooks on how to decorate your
home, much used for the designs of
Bedford Park interiors. 

The lecture suggested that a
consideration of women’s development
must look beyond their art or domestic
arrangements to the political changes in
late Victorian England: the late 19th

Century socialist drive involving the
Morris family, the stirrings of the suffrage
movement and the radicalism at the
heart of the Arts & Crafts Movement.

Green Day and
merchandise
The Society’s team of volunteers ran our
stall at the Bedford Park Festival’s Green
Days Fête & Craft Fair on Saturday 10
June. Held on what was one of the
hottest days of the year, visitor numbers
throughout the day were a little lower than previous
years but the Society’s team of volunteers were kept
busy on a very successful day selling merchandise
items and talking to current and prospective
members. In addition to providing an opportunity for
members to drop by for a chat, the stall also acts as
a focal point for new members to join the Society

and for annual subscriptions to be paid. It was again
encouraging to experience the support from
members and local residents for the Society’s work.

Members’ Party
Over 100 Society members enjoyed the Annual
Members’ party on 21 April, once again held in the
Michael Hall at St Michael & All Angels. The Events &
Merchandising Committee, together with other
volunteers, provided the delicious food and kept a
plentiful supply of wine flowing throughout the
evening, helped by two students from the ArtsEd

schools. Guests also enjoyed the performances of
another five talented students from the ArtsEd 2023
Graduating class who provided high quality
entertainment — mixing well-known favourites with
more modern numbers from a range of musical
shows. A very popular tradition each year, the mini
show is now a successful element of the party.

Membership 
This year our membership figures remained steady.
A number of members moved away from the area,
but the reduction was compensated by new
members joining. During the year 25 residents (18
new households) joined the Society. Individual
membership numbers were 640 compared with 642
last year and the total number of households was
413 (412 last year).

All members were advised in November that the
bank details for the Society had changed, affecting
all subscriptions, including those paid by standing
order. We are grateful to everyone who updated
their payments and would like to encourage those
not already paying their membership renewal by
standing order to consider paying this way in future.
This makes administration easier for members as
well as for the Society.

If you haven’t yet paid your subscription for 2024, we
would be grateful if you could contact us to make the
payment to continue your membership.

…merchandise and membership 6



In December the Society received a message from
the conservators that the work on “The Tabard Sign”
was complete. We reported previously on the
pleasing emergence of the detail of the painting of
The Tabard Inn itself. The other side — carrying the
image of the herald dressed in a Tabard — had been
in a much worse condition. The work was hung,
displaying the side with the Tabard Inn, in the
Michael Room of the Church Hall during April 2024. 

The Society’s project for
replacing the plaques of
the vandalised Bedford
Park War Memorial has
now been completed.
Plaques made from
brass with bronze
patination, which is
visually “like for like”
but less likely to be
stolen, have now been
installed. The plaques
record the names of the
44 servicemen from
Bedford Park who died
during the 1914-1918
World War. 

The Oral History of
Bedford Park could not
continue during Covid.

The project has now been relaunched, with the pre-
Covid work treated as a pilot, enabling us to
structure the project and integrate improved
methodologies and practices. We would like to hear
from any volunteers interested in carrying out
interviews or assisting with the administration of
this fascinating project. 

We are very grateful to The Pilgrim Trust for support
of the Tabard project and to John Scott for his major
part in this project, to George Butlin for his
important role on the War Memorial project and to
Hounslow Thriving Communities Fund for support of
both projects. 

Society Committees and
Officers 2023
The Society is managed by an Executive Committee
with specialist committees working on Planning,
Infrastructure and Environment, Events and
Merchandise, and Communications. We are very
grateful for the vital support and assistance we
received during the year from our many hard
working and committed volunteers and special
advisers. 

Executive Committee and Trustees
Chair: Helen Jameson

Hon Treasurer: Libby Bassett

Hon Secretary: Nick Bueno de Mesquita

Minutes Secretary: Simon Hillyard 

David Blackburn 

Kate Bowes 

Ruth Clarke (until May)

Carol Woolner DipArch RIBA (retired)

Nigel Woolner MBE, President, Martin Landy, Special
Adviser, John Bailey, Membership Secretary, and
Nick Cowell, Co-Chair Events Committee, attend by
invitation

Planning Committee: Chair Carol Woolner DipArch
RIBA (retired), Barbara Boehm MSc, MA Arch, MBA,
RIBA (retired) (from June), William Taylor DipArch,
MA, RIBA, FRSA, Charles Wagner BSc DipTP, MA, IHBC,
MRTPI, FSA, FRSA. George Butlin BA Hons, FCSD
(retired), member of the Ealing Panel for Bedford
Park

Infrastructure and Environment Committee: Chair
David Blackburn, Kate Bowes, Peter Eversden, Simon
Hillyard, Paul Hopper, Helen Jameson, Paul Walker,
Paul Wilkinson 

Events and Merchandise Committee: Co-Chairs
Libby Bassett and Nick Cowell, Amanda Chuck (from
April), Simon Baddeley, Bernadette Barber, Hugh
Johnson, Imelda Jones (until March), Anabela
Wilkinson

Communications Committee: Chair: Kate Bowes,
Nick Bueno de Mesquita, Helen Jameson

Road Representatives Coordinator: Nick Cowell 

Membership Secretary: John Bailey

Planning Steering Group: Chair Sir Donald Insall
CBE, Hugh Broughton, Architect, Steven Bee,
Principal of Urban Counsel, Nigel Woolner, President,
Bedford Park Society, Peter Murray OBE (Convenor)
Special Adviser, Bedford Park Society, David Selby,
Architect

Society Patron: Sir Donald Insall, CBE

President of the Society: Nigel Woolner MBE, FRSA,
FRCM, Dip Arch RIBA (retired)

Special Advisers: Peter Eversden MBE, Infrastructure
and Environment, Martin Landy, Infrastructure and
Filming, Peter Murray OBE, Architecture, Exhibitions
and Publications
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