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In our regular communications this year we
continued to update members on key local
developments, publishing news of relevant events
and notable residents and celebrating the history
and beauty of Bedford Park. 

Work started on preparing for the 150th anniversary
of Bedford Park, which is being celebrated in 2025.
The programme includes a special exhibition
The Community at Bedford Park 1875-2025
— “Ahead of the World in Everything?”
which will be displayed in several
venues in Bedford Park and Chiswick at
times during the year. A special 150th

anniversary publication celebrating the
beauty of the architecture of Bedford
Park and emphasising the features
which make the garden suburb so special
will be distributed to all houses in Bedford
Park. 

New merchandise marking the 150th anniversary will
be available, and a series of events, some in
conjunction with other local organisations, will have
a particular focus on the celebration. Alongside this,
we have continued with the wide range of regular
work we undertake on behalf of Bedford Park, on
planning, infrastructure and environment matters,
and offered members a well-received programme of
events including the annual Betjeman lecture and
our annual members’ party. Details of our key
initiatives are described more fully in each section
of this review of the year.

Membership and volunteers
None of this work would be possible without the
large group of volunteers who have worked so hard
this year on behalf of Bedford Park, and we were
delighted that around 15 more members
volunteered to be involved in various capacities.

We were pleased to welcome new volunteer
Anya Nikoulina who was co-opted to the

Executive Committee, and we are
delighted that she has taken on the role
of Hon Secretary from Nick Mesquita. We
are very grateful to Nick for holding that
office since 2012, and in that time
strengthening the governance of the

Society and guiding us through the
complex process of converting to a

Charitable Incorporated organisation. Nick
remains a member of the Executive Committee,
continuing to lead on our various heritage projects.

We also extend enormous thanks to Carol Woolner
who has stood down as Chair of the Planning
Committee after 17 years, having been a member of
the Ealing Planning Panel for 12 years prior to that.
She has worked tirelessly in both those roles to
protect the architectural heritage of Bedford Park,
commenting on anything between 65 and 90
planning applications a year, working with both local
authorities to develop guidance for the two
Conservation Areas, providing advice to many
residents on renovation projects, and bringing
tremendous depth of expertise and knowledge of
architecture, heritage and Bedford Park specifically.
We are delighted that Barbara Boehm kindly
volunteered to chair the Planning Committee from
January 2025.

John Bailey stood down from his role as Membership
Secretary at the end of the year. We are very grateful
to John for keeping our membership records in good
order for the last five years, and we are delighted to
welcome Rhoda Alvanzado Phillips as our new
Membership Secretary.

Volunteer your time
We are always looking for new volunteers to help us
do our work more effectively and bring fresh ideas.
We would be delighted to hear from you if you
would like to help either on a regular or occasional
basis.
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Helen Jameson, Chair, 
The Bedford Park Society

Working to prevent threats to Bedford Park’s
important heritage, preparing to celebrate a major
anniversary, and expanding and strengthening our
volunteer team formed the focus of our work in 2024. 
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Of the 2024 applications, 60 were approved 
and 10 refused by Hounslow or Ealing Planning
Departments; two were undetermined at the end of
the year. There were four appeals: one was allowed
in full, one allowed in part but other elements
dismissed, and two dismissed in full.

The Society’s Planning Committee, comprising
architects, designers and historic building
specialists, reviewed and commented on all 72
applications with reference to the guidelines and
Conservation Area Management Plans established
by the councils — a key element of the Society’s
remit to preserve the architectural heritage of
Bedford Park.

The Society is very happy to offer advice and
guidance to householders at the early stages of a
design project, and many applicants took up this
offer during the year. Our detailed comments can
help applicants formulate plans which are consistent
with the Conservation Area guidelines before a
formal application is submitted. This saves time and
costs and achieves better outcomes for the
householder and Bedford Park’s heritage.

Planning issues
Unfortunately, the trend over the past several years
for council approvals of applications inconsistent
with the Conservation Area guidelines has
increased. These include oversized and
unsympathetic extensions or garden buildings,
alterations to roofscapes, and the loss of period
detail during substantial refurbishment of listed
houses.

We have raised these issues with the local authority
planning departments and are working with them
constructively. The reinstatement by Ealing of their

conservation officer post and the appointment of a
second conservation officer in Hounslow to work
with the senior conservation officer are both very
positive and welcome developments. 

Not all applications for unsympathetic extensions
were approved this year. An application for two
extensions to a house which had already undergone
substantial development through a series of
previous applications was refused by the Council
“by reason of their inappropriate alien design,
excessive size and scale, which would cumulatively
lead to incongruous additions which over-dominate
the property, negatively impacting on the spatial
arrangement, deviating from the original design and
character of the listed building, to the detriment of
the character, appearance and design of the
Conservation Area and the listed building.” We hope
this decision will discourage the submission of
inappropriately large or unsympathetic extensions.

Appropriate detailing and choice of appropriate
materials and designs are important in maintaining
the architectural integrity of each building and of
the Bedford Park Conservation Area as a whole and
the Society’s “Technical Notes” published on our
website provide detailed guidance on these
features. During the year there were a number of
applications for double glazing in the original part of
listed buildings, all of which were refused by the
councils in accordance with their guidance.
Appropriately designed and located double glazed
windows in non-listed houses and new extensions
to listed buildings were approved. Our Energy
Conservation Guide sets out a range of measures
appropriate for Bedford Park houses which are
effective but have a low impact on the historic fabric
of a house.

The decision to grant planning permission or listed
building consent rests with Ealing and Hounslow
councils. The Society’s very experienced Planning
Committee comments on all applications although the
councils are not obliged to take note of these views.
The Planning team is happy to be consulted by owners
and their architects before an application is made,
often leading to adjustments facilitating an approval. 
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In 2024 there were 
72 planning applications
in the Conservation Areas,
including many for listed
buildings for which 
listed building consent
was also required.



It is worth restating how important it is for everyone
to submit individual feedback and to lodge any
comments or complaints directly with the relevant
council. This invariably has more impact on local
councils or government policies than a single
response from the Society.

Heathrow
The Government support of rapid airport expansion
in the UK has brought the threat of a Third Runway
at Heathrow back onto the agenda. An additional
runway would cause major disturbance to all
Chiswick residents with more flights, more noise and
more pollution, at a time when proposals to ease
night flight restrictions and increase the number of
day flights already pose serious threats for local
residents. Even if the runway is not built, there is
concern about the impact of new flight paths with
additional low-flying aircraft and planes turning over
west London on their approach and departure.  

We continue to monitor developments closely and
will be ready for the next stage of consultation.
Further consultations are due over the next 18/24
months and the Society will respond to them and
provide guidance for members and local residents to
submit their views, as in the past. We are once again

working with the No 3rd Runway Coalition and
CHATR (Chiswick Against the Third Runway). 

During 2024, the Society submitted a formal
response to a consultation on a night flight noise
abatement objective for the three major airports.
The Government decided in December 2024 that a
bridging night flight regime of three years would be
proposed from October 2025 to October 2028. The
statement said the objective was “to limit, and
where possible reduce, the adverse effects of
aviation noise at night on health and quality of life
while supporting sustainable growth and
recognising the importance to the UK of commercial
passenger and freight services.”

We would welcome additional volunteers to make
our campaigning more effective. In particular, we
need help working with the Coalition group and
other opponents, presenting clear arguments and
rallying Chiswick residents to make their opposition
clear. You don’t need aviation experience to be
involved. Please let us know if you would like
to help.

Pavements, weeds and leaves
A number of Society members have expressed their
concerns to us about the increase in the use of
tarmac to replace damaged paving across Bedford
Park roads. It has been our understanding that
“wherever practical” damaged paving stones in

3 Tackling issues…

During 2024, in addition to our work on a wide range
of local issues affecting members, we continued to

alert everyone via the regular editions of our electronic
newsletter to relevant surveys and consultations.

Topics included Heathrow night flights, bike hangars,
Hounslow’s new parking and kerbside strategies, and
Ealing’s proposals for providing dedicated bays at all

its E-bike and E-scooter locations.



…and improving the streetscape 4

Bedford Park will be replaced on a like-
for-like basis — the exception being
where tree roots or utility cabling make
this impossible. Having questioned the
use of tarmac with the help of local
councillors, it became clear that despite
expressing sympathy with the needs of
the Conservation Areas, councils are
resorting to tarmac as a cheaper and
quicker solution. We are actively pursuing
options, with both councils, including lighter
coloured coverings, as a more acceptable
compromise.

Once again, there was a build-up of weeds on
Bedford Park roads with the councils unable to carry
out the more frequent service needed to manage
the policy of removing weeds manually rather than
using chemicals. Where practical, residents were
encouraged to remove weeds close to their houses
before they become a significant problem but the
growth in most roads required council
involvement. The Society reminded members how to
report problems to their local council for action.
Hounslow Council are now reintroducing the use of
Glyphosate as recent studies indicate the harm of
using chemicals is much reduced with proper use,
whereas uncontrolled weed growth has proved more
problematic than anticipated. In 2024 Ealing
reported they were using a limited amount of
herbicide.

Both councils also struggled to keep up with the
autumn leaf fall despite employing additional teams
of sweepers and giving priority to streets with the
heaviest fall. We advised members how to request
spot clearing to deal with dangerous build-up of
leaves or request equipment to carry out leaf
clearances on their own road and have the filled
bags collected.

Street trees
Following a period of very limited planting, 2024
saw a substantial programme, particularly in Ealing,
with seven new trees planted in Hounslow and 32 in
Ealing. Although the contractors have an obligation
to water the trees regularly, it is insufficient during
extended hot and dry periods. We were delighted
that so many volunteers responded to our request
to help organise a rota for watering the new street
trees and any two or three-year-old trees which
might look distressed. In Ealing this resulted in the
survival of all the new plantings in Bedford Park.
Sadly, some of the new trees in Hounslow were
damaged by vandals although only one failed to
survive. Society representatives continue to meet
with both councils to try to ensure adherence to
pruning schedules.

Bike hangars
Both councils are expanding their installations of
bike hangars across the boroughs with more planned
for Bedford Park. We had hoped that we might have
been able to work with the local authorities to
ensure that the level of demand for storage in a
particular road is properly assessed, the design
of hangars appropriate for the Bedford Park
Conservation Areas and that any proposed sites are
suitable and safe. It appears that the planning teams
in both councils have raised no objections to the
installation in the Bedford Park Conservation Areas
from a design perspective, and that no better
designs are currently available. The only changes
accepted so far have been linked to safety.

The selection of locations does not always seem
logical and not necessarily linked to genuine
demand. We queried the need for two new sites
proposed in close proximity: one on Queen Anne’s
Gardens, the other on Blenheim Road, and
encouraged members to let the relevant councils
know their views. Ealing Council decided to install
the new hangar on Queen Anne’s Gardens despite
only a single request to use it, saying it would be
made available for use by residents “around the
area.” Hounslow’s plans for the Blenheim Road
hangar are not yet known.



Members’ Party
A record 120 Society members and guests enjoyed
our Members’ Party on 26 April, once again held in
the Michael Room at St Michael & All Angels. There
was a palpable buzz in the room as friends and
neighbours renewed contact or were introduced to
new faces.

A highlight of the evening was the “unveiling” of the
original Tabard Inn sign — now fully conserved —
hung in all its splendour in its new permanent home
of the Michael Room. Local architect John Scott who
oversaw the work and the hanging of the sign
outlined the history of its rediscovery and
conservation to the audience.

Thanks go to all the Society’s volunteers, especially
to the canapé-making team who provided the food,
and to all those who kept a plentiful supply of food
and wine flowing throughout the evening. Thanks
also to the four highly talented students from the
ArtsEd who provided the entertainment — singing
numbers from a range of musical shows.

Green Day and merchandise
In 2024 the team successfully launched new
merchandise. Limited Giclée prints of the Maurice B
Adams’ map of early Bedford Park were made
available to members with free delivery to anyone
living locally. The map is an attractive and unique
depiction of the suburb in 1896 with a brief “hand-
written” history and list of some of the early
residents. The original was produced in Ink and
Watercolour by Adams in 1931 and donated by
him to the Chiswick and Feltham Library shortly
before his death in 1933.

Two new mugs have been produced as part of our
celebration of Bedford Park’s 150th Anniversary in
2025. The mugs feature the “Bedford Park Daisy”
pattern in blue and yellow originally used on tiles

created in 1898 by William De Morgan, a friend of
William Morris. He supplied tiles to many properties
in Bedford Park, specially designing the Daisy and
Anemone patterns for the suburb. Society members
were offered an early opportunity to buy the mugs
before Christmas and they proved to be popular.  

The Society’s team of volunteers ran our stall at the
Bedford Park Festival’s Green Days Fete & Craft Fair
on Saturday 8 June on another successful
occasion. A variety of Bedford Park Society
merchandise and publications were on display for
sale, and our committee members and volunteers
kept busy chatting to current and prospective
members. An important element of the Society’s
local profile, as well as fundraising through
merchandise sales, the occasion allows us to
promote our work to new members and discuss local
issues with existing ones. 

5 Events…

The team was once again busy organising the Bedford
Park Society’s events and promoting our merchandise
throughout the year.

The Bedford Park Daisy design has been used with the
kind permission of the De Morgan Foundation. 



Annual Lecture
Our annual Betjeman lecture, held on 17 September
in the ArtsEd’s Andrew Lloyd Webber Theatre,
promised the story of Sanderson’s place in the
design history of textiles and wallpapers from its
origins in Chiswick in 1879 until 1928 and its return
to Voysey House in Barley Mow Passage in 2023.
The sense of anticipation for this popular subject
was immediately reflected in the swift uptake of
tickets, resulting in a full house and a lively
gathering for pre and post lecture drinks as people
mingled around the Atrium.

Our speaker was internationally respected author
and leading textiles authority Mary Schoeser, MA,
FRSA — archivist, curator and historian, specialising
in the decorative arts and for many years the
custodian and curator of Sanderson’s precious
archives. 

Her breadth of knowledge was impressive, and she
led the audience on a whirlwind tour through the
history of the family, their involvement locally and
the complex technological developments in
facilitating wallpaper and textile production. The
involvement of so many familiar names in the
designs produced from William Morris to CFA
Voysey, and from C R Mackintosh to Walt Disney
brought the history of Sanderson very much to our
doorstep. This was perfectly illustrated by a Voysey
Arts & Crafts style design “Squirrel & Dove,”
originally produced by Sanderson in the 1890s,
which was recreated for their 160th Anniversary
collection of wallpaper and fabric designs.

Heritage
Our main work during 2024 focused on preparations
for the 150th Anniversary of the founding of Bedford
Park in 1875. This included a major programme of
research by a group of Society volunteers to
produce an exhibition, which will be shown in a
number of locations during 2025, and work on a
special publication to be distributed to all
households in Bedford Park. 

The year saw the culmination of the conservation
work on “The Tabard Sign” — the project organised
by the Society — when in April it was hung in the
Michael Room of the Church Hall. Following the
extensive work, the side of the sign with an image of
the Tabard Inn itself is on display. The condition of
the other side — carrying the image of the herald
dressed in a Tabard — had been in a much worse
condition. We are very grateful to The Pilgrim Trust
and Hounslow Thriving Communities Fund for
support of the project and to John Scott for his
major part in it.

…merchandise and heritage 6

The Tabard Inn sign specially
made in the early 1880s, painted
by Thomas Mathews Rooke. The
image on the far left shows its
poor condition when it was
rediscovered and to its right
after the conservation work.



Membership 2024
This year our membership figures increased
slightly, and we again held the annual subscription
at £10 per year or £15 for a joint household. A total
of 46 residents (30 new households) joined the
Society in 2024. Individual membership numbers
were 651 compared with 640 last year and the total
number of households was 422 (413 last year). 

Approximately half of members now pay their
membership renewal by standing order, which
makes administration easier for members as well as
the Society. We would like to encourage anyone not
already paying this way to consider doing so in
future. 

If you haven’t yet paid your subscription for 2025, we
would be grateful if you could contact us to make the
payment to continue your membership.

Society Committees and
Officers 2024
The Society is managed by an Executive Committee
with specialist committees working on Planning,
Infrastructure and Environment, Events and
Merchandise, and Communications. We are very
grateful for the vital support and assistance we
received during the year from our many hard
working and committed volunteers and special
advisers. 

Executive Committee and Trustees
Chair: Helen Jameson

Hon Treasurer: Libby Bassett

Hon Secretary: Nick Bueno de Mesquita until July.
Anya Nikoulina from  July

Minutes Secretary: Simon Hillyard 

David Blackburn

Barbara Boehm MA, MSc Arch, MBA RIBA (retired) 

Kate Bowes 

Carol Woolner DipArch RIBA (retired)

Nigel Woolner MBE, President, Martin Landy, Special
Adviser, John Bailey, Membership Secretary, and
Nick Cowell, Co-Chair Events Committee, attend by
invitation

Planning Committee: Chair Carol Woolner DipArch
RIBA (retired), Barbara Boehm MA, MSc Arch, MBA
RIBA (retired), William Taylor DipArch, MA, RIBA,
FRSA, Charles Wagner BSc DipTP, MA, IHBC, MRTPI,
FSA, FRSA. George Butlin BA Hons, FCSD (retired),
member of the Ealing Panel for Bedford Park

Infrastructure and Environment Committee: 
Chair David Blackburn, Kate Bowes, Peter Eversden,
Simon Hillyard, Paul Hopper, Helen Jameson, Paul
Walker, Paul Wilkinson 

Events and Merchandise Committee: Co-Chairs
Libby Bassett and Nick Cowell, Simon Baddeley,
Bernadette Barber, Amanda Chuck, Hugh Johnson,
Anabela Wilkinson

Communications Committee: Chair: Kate Bowes,
Nick Bueno de Mesquita, Helen Jameson

Road Representatives Coordinator: Nick Cowell 

Membership Secretary: John Bailey

Planning Steering Group: Chair Sir Donald Insall
CBE, Hugh Broughton, Architect, Steven Bee,
Principal of Urban Counsel, Nigel Woolner, President,
Bedford Park Society, Peter Murray OBE (Convenor)
Special Adviser, Bedford Park Society, David Selby,
Architect

Society Patron: Sir Donald Insall, CBE

President of the Society: Nigel Woolner MBE, FRSA,
FRCM, Dip Arch RIBA (retired)

Special Advisers: Peter Eversden MBE, Infrastructure
and Environment, Martin Landy, Infrastructure and
Filming, Peter Murray OBE, Architecture, Exhibitions
and Publications
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