
Annual Review 



A central aim in 2020 as the
Covid-19 pandemic took hold,
was to play our part in helping
ensure our Bedford Park
community maintained its
strength and cohesion. We were
pleased to make a contribution in
supporting the Society’s members
with our decision, early on, to
produce a weekly “Lockdown E-
news.” Judging from the feedback
we received, this initiative lifted
spirits and strengthened interest
in the heritage we have the
privilege of enjoying in Bedford
Park. We were delighted that so
many members provided
photographs and also details of
the lives of past residents.

Notwithstanding the unusual year, we were kept
extremely busy on the planning front, commenting
on over 60 applications and working with both
councils on updating Conservation Area Guidance
and in keeping members informed of and working
with councillors on the various new traffic
management schemes, which have an impact on
Bedford Park. 

We greatly missed Green Days and much of our
usual programme of events, which normally also
offer opportunities for members to meet with our
committees and volunteers to discuss issues
informally. We are, however, developing new
merchandise ideas and looking forward to holding
events again later this year. We have been able to
progress our plans to update and relaunch our
Bedford Park logbooks and conserve the original
Tabard sign, which has been donated to the Society.
We have also been investigating an alternative
charitable legal status for the Society, which we
think will offer a number of advantages. Such a
change will require the agreement of members, and
we will provide information on any proposal during
2021.

Membership and volunteers
I would like to thank all our many volunteers who
have worked so hard and flexibly this year in very
unusual circumstances to ensure that the priorities
of the Society could be achieved. In particular, our
thanks are due to the Planning and Infrastructure

teams whose work was made much harder by having
to rely on remote meetings. Unfortunately, Covid
restrictions meant our Road Representatives were
unable to get together as usual to share ideas but
we hope to be able to resume these meetings in
2021. 

Simon Baddeley has decided to stand down this
year after 20 years as our Honorary Treasurer. We
are most grateful to Simon for looking after the
Society’s finances for so many years, as well as being
an active member of our Events and Merchandise
Committee. We are delighted to welcome Libby
Bassett who has kindly volunteered to take on the
Hon Treasurer role. We would also like to
acknowledge the valuable contributions of Chris
Carrington and Justin Morris-Wyatt who stood down
from the Infrastructure and Environment Committee.

Volunteer your time

We would particularly welcome support with
representing views to local councils, helping with
our historical research, administration, or organising
our events. If you have some spare time and would
like to get involved, we are always looking for new
volunteers to help us do our work more effectively
and bring fresh ideas. We would be delighted to
hear from you if you would like to help either on a
regular or occasional basis.

The wide range of our work and details of our key
initiatives are described more fully in each section
of this review of the year.

1 Chair’s report

Helen Jameson, Chair, 
The Bedford Park
Society

Adapting to ensure we could continue our work
on behalf of Bedford Park and our members
during this exceptional and unusual year has
been crucial for the Society.



Ealing and Hounslow made decisions on 46 of these
applications, with planning approval granted for 40
applications. Half of these approvals were for listed
houses where listed building consent was also
granted. Six applications were refused. A backlog
has developed as the number of applications
exceeded the number of decisions made by the
councils.

In many cases where the application was successful,
this was the result of modifications made by

applicants in response to the
Society’s comments. These
fruitful exchanges often
enabled the applicants to
achieve their desired results
whilst ensuring the
preservation of the character
of the building. Examples of
the adjustments made to
applications following our
comments included removal
of a roof light on the front of
a listed house; modification
of a roof light on a rear
extension; modification of
large area of glazing on a
listed house; change from a
pivot door to a traditional
door in the interior of a listed
house and solar panels
installed in a less
conspicuous but more
efficient position on an
unlisted house. The planning

team was pleased to deal with an increasing number
of requests for advice from members and Bedford
Park residents, covering a wide range of general
planning issues. Each enquiry is answered in detail,
often requiring additional work and follow-up. 

Impact of Covid
Covid-19 has had an impact on the planning
process. The meetings of the Planning Committee
have been taking place on Zoom, which presents
some practical difficulties in working with planning
documents. Nonetheless the work of the committee
has continued uninterrupted. During the year the

Society opposed certain changes to planning
procedures made by Ealing Council to deal with the
effects of Covid-19. In particular, we objected to the
proposal to stop publicising planning applications
by posting the yellow notifications in the street, as
we believe that these are the most effective means
for notifying residents. These now appear to have
been largely reinstated. We are, however, concerned
that the practice of sending letters to notify
neighbours  most likely to be affected by a planning
application appears to have more or less ceased. 

Planning developments
An important development has been the
programmes launched by both Ealing and Hounslow
to revise the Conservation Area Management Plans
of all Conservation Areas in the boroughs. These
plans outline the main threats to the character of
each conservation area and the planning policies to
counteract them. Along with planning legislation, the
documents form the fundamental framework against
which the Society and the councils assess planning
and listed building applications. The two boroughs
are at different stages in the revision process. Ealing
are slightly ahead and have started work on
individual conservation areas. 

Our planning team has been participating actively 
in the detailed revision work on the Bedford Park
Management Plan for Ealing. Much of the older plan,
dating from 2007, will be retained, but the revision
process offers the opportunity to update in the light
of developments and make evolutionary
improvements. Hounslow have produced important
elements of their plan, such as the Residential
Extensions Guidelines, but have not yet progressed
with the revisions of the plans for individual
conservation areas. Work by both boroughs is
expected to be completed by Spring 2022.

The decision to grant planning permission or listed

building consent rests with Ealing and Hounslow

councils. The Society’s very experienced Planning

Committee comments on all applications — though

sometimes this may be a “no comment.” The councils

are not obliged to take account of the Society’s

comments.

Planning 2

In total, 60 applications were received during the
year, 30 in each borough. This was close to the
figures for the two previous years (56 in 2019, 64 in
2018), although these represented a fall compared
with the years up to 2017.



We have made it our priority to keep members up to
date on the various public consultations, council
reviews and any relevant local initiatives. In addition
to regular updates, we provided information on the
most effective way to submit comments to both
councils, reminding everyone that residents should
continue to provide feedback until the end of the
trials in the area.

Whilst we continue to work hard tackling issues, it
remains the case that to make an impact on local
council or government policies, a high volume of
formal complaints or survey responses from
residents is always more effective than a single
response from the Society. We encourage everyone
to become involved.

Pandemic traffic schemes 
Although the traffic changes introduced by both
councils in response to the coronavirus pandemic
are outside Bedford Park, they affect access to and
from the suburb and have an impact on Bedford Park
residents. We have concentrated our efforts on
trying to ensure that any permanent proposals that

emerge from the current temporary schemes
provide for an appropriate balance of interests
amongst all road users — pedestrians, cyclists,
motorists, public transport users, and local
businesses. 

To this end, we have built on the effective lines of
communication we have established with local
councillors to encourage them to work together to
propose a constructive way forward for Ealing and

Hounslow. We have sought to establish what criteria
the councils are planning to use as a test for the
success of the measures currently being trialled to
ensure all stakeholder interests are represented, in
particular those of local residents. 

Streetspace schemes
During the year, Hounslow rolled out a range of
traffic-management measures across the borough as
part of their efforts to help keep pedestrians and
cyclists safe during the coronavirus pandemic. These
included temporary widening of a section of the
Turnham Green Terrace pavement, the trial road
closure, and parking restrictions. At the same time,
Ealing Council announced plans to close the
underpass at Fisher’s Lane to all traffic except buses
and cycles as part of their East Acton to Chiswick
Cycleway — enforced from early December.  

During the autumn, extended work on Acton Lane by
Thames Water and disruption caused by building of
the temporary cycle lane caused considerable traffic
congestion.  As a result, Hounslow Council reopened
the Terrace whilst retaining the experimental parking
restrictions, saying that the changes would be
reconsidered, taking account of traffic flows, air
quality and the high level of feedback from
residents and traders. 

Reviews of the schemes were initially expected in
the autumn with final reviews in early 2021. At the
time of writing, we are still waiting for the results of
Hounslow’s interim review, which was conducted
with the assistance of outside consultants.

Low Traffic Neighbourhood
schemes
At a Cabinet meeting in October, Hounslow Council
tabled proposals for a number of LTNs in Chiswick,
including one in the Bedford Park area around Bath
Road. There are currently no details or costings and
implementation is dependent on Transport for
London funding. These proposals were referred to
the Council’s Oversight and Security Committee and
we made a submission, questioning the need for a
Bath Road LTN in the absence of any request for
such a development from residents. All the
proposals have, however, survived the review, but
consultation will be needed before any more
concrete proposals could be introduced. 

Temporary Cycle Lane — CW9
In addition to traffic congestion during the building
of the bi-directional cycle lane on Chiswick High
Road, there have been many comments from
residents about the temporary scheme, including
concerns about potential safety issues for both
cyclists and pedestrians, such as the complicated
junctions, revised zebra crossings and bus stops, and
changes to the way vehicles enter/exit side roads.
TfL have said that once the works have been

3 Tackling issues…

This year we have been kept busy by
a number of developments directly

linked to lockdown, in addition to the
perennial issues that occupy the

Society on behalf of its members.
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completed, traffic flow “will settle and improve.” The
period for comments expires at the end of 2021 and
it is unlikely that any decisions on the final status of
the cycleway will be made until lockdown has been
lifted, it is fully operational, and there has been an
opportunity to properly gauge its effects. 

Heathrow Third Runway
In February the High Court ruled that the
Government’s policy on expanding the airport was
unlawful as it breached the Paris Agreement on
climate change. Heathrow appealed and on 16
December the Supreme Court overruled the
previous verdict. The five Supreme Court justices
stated that the Transport Secretary had been correct
in using a temperature increase limit of 2C (rather
than the Paris Agreement aim of 1.5C) in
determining that the expansion did not breach the
requirements of agreements on climate change as
that had been the applicable limit at the time the
Airports National Policy Statement was finalised. 

As a result, Heathrow can now seek planning
permission for the runway but still has to convince a
public enquiry of the case for expansion and, if
planning inspectors approve the scheme, the
government will have the final say. A full application
from Heathrow Airport may still be more than a year
away as the airport reassembles a planning team
and struggles to cope with the impact of the
pandemic. Campaigners plan to launch legal
challenges against each stage of the planning
application, including at the European Court of
Human Rights, arguing that relying on outdated
emissions targets is inconsistent with the right to
life. The No 3rd Runway Coalition said that the
decision in favour of Heathrow would not change
the underlying case against the proposed runway,
pointing out that since the Airports Commission
recommended Heathrow expansion five years ago,
the “assessments on noise, air quality and carbon
have been exposed as inadequate.”

At this stage, it is unclear what impact the decision
may have on Heathrow’s push for approval to
introduce new arrival flightpaths over Chiswick from
2022, irrespective of the building of any new
runway. This would mean planes overflying areas of
Chiswick not previously overflown from 6.00am in
the morning. Throughout the year, we updated
members on each significant development and
opportunity to participate in any surveys or
petitions. We continue to work closely with CHATR
(Chiswick Against the Third Runway) and the No 3rd
Runway Coalition. 

Street trees
During the prolonged dry weather, we contacted
members and residents for help in checking and
watering recently-planted street trees. Young trees
are particularly susceptible to heat and dry weather
and need regular watering, but the councils do not
have the resources to do this. We were pleased that
a number of people agreed to become involved.

Unfortunately, both councils have been deficient in
maintaining trees in Bedford Park, particularly in
replacing trees that have been removed, and
pruning and pollarding in order to reduce the risk of
trees causing subsidence in adjoining properties. We
have been in touch with the relevant council staff
and have supported members in their complaints.
There is some sign of progress with Hounslow
Council and Councillor Andrew Steed is working with
us to prompt action by Ealing.



History and heritage
The Society’s photographic surveys of architectural
details – which in recent years have covered stained
glass, porches and fireplaces – were suspended
because of the difficulties of lockdown. We also
suspended the interviews with our long-term
residents, which form the basis of our Oral History
programme.

The extensive materials relating to Bedford Park
gathered by the late David Budworth, who had been
the Society’s Historical Advisor until his death in
2019, were left in his will to Chiswick Local Studies
Library. These will be added to the Tom Greeves’
Archive and the Society’s other archival material
deposited there to ensure that a comprehensive
collection of material on Bedford Park is available in
one place. Arrangements will be made to sort and
catalogue the material received from David’s estate
when the library re-opens.

Phone box on the Triangle
For some time, we have lobbied BT to repaint and
renovate the listed phone box outside St Michael’s
Parish Hall, opposite Bedford Corner.

We were pleased to see that the work has finally
been done, including new paint and glazing of the
windows. BT has recently offered the box for
“adoption” and we are reviewing the benefits and
liabilities involved.

Tabard Pub
and sign
The original Tabard
sign, painted by
the distinguished
artist and Bedford
Park resident,
Thomas Mathews

Rooke around 1882-3 was rescued and is now the
property of the Society. We commissioned a

Condition Survey report, which indicates that the
side of the sign, bearing an image of the pub itself, is
in a good enough state to be conserved. The other
side is in poorer condition and only a stabilisation of
what remains is recommended. The conservation
and other costs will amount to around £11,000 and
the Society is looking at funding, including possible
grants. The sign is a very significant piece of Bedford
Park’s history, for many years a prominent artefact at
a central point, as well as an important record of
Bedford Park’s striving towards recognition as “the
aesthetic suburb.” It is planned to hang the restored
work, with one side displayed, within Bedford Park.
We are most grateful to John Scott for his assistance
in this project.

In January, we applied to renew The Tabard Pub and
Theatre (Grade II* listed) additional listing as an
Asset of Community Value on the Hounslow register
to provide an extra safeguard to the listed building
status. The application was granted giving protection
lasting for five years. However, in March we were
advised by Hounslow’s lawyers that the owner of
The Tabard had requested, via their lawyers, that the
Council reconsider the listing. Extensive reasons
were given and at least a dozen legal cases cited. We
were able, with the help of several Society members
with legal backgrounds, to analyse the arguments
put forward and provide a robust response.
Hounslow arranged a review of their decision and
the review upheld the original decision of the listing
as an Asset of Community Value, therefore
continuing the added protection. We are most
grateful to Councillor Todd and his colleagues who
supported us in this process.

Bedford Park logbooks
Originally launched in 2000, the Bedford Park
logbooks were a highly innovative project, including
detailed descriptions of all listed houses in Bedford
Park and advice on their conservation. The Society Is
now adapting the logbooks to the needs of the
2020s and considering possible expansion to
include a wider range of houses. Following
exploratory work carried out in 2020, the first stage
of transferring the data to an up to date and more
secure format will take place in 2021. This will
enable us to assess what further work needs to be
done to prepare the relaunch of the logbooks.

5 Heritage update

The pandemic affected progress 
in developing our programme to

broaden knowledge about Bedford
Park’s rich architectural heritage 

and history.



Communications
During the months when the Society was unable to
hold any events, we developed a more regular
programme of communication with members to stay
in touch at a time when people were spending so
much time at home. 

For 13 consecutive weeks, from the end of March
until the end June, we produced a weekly “lockdown
newsletter” launching a new feature of the Society’s
E-news, to provide information about interesting
people who formerly lived in Bedford Park houses
and include photographs highlighting the beauty of
the area. Both features have now been incorporated
into the regular editions of the newsletter, adding to
our long-established updates on local issues, key
developments and relevant local events.

We were
overwhelmed by
the positive
reaction to the
new-style
communications
and grateful for
the numerous
photographs and
stories of notable
residents
submitted by so
many members.
Feedback from
members told us
that the photos
and stories
provided
entertainment, a
“source of real
pleasure in
lockdown”, “struck
the right note”
and were
“consistently
informative.”
ChiswickW4.com
published an
article about the

newsletters in April, helping to promote the Society.
On average, E-news editions are opened by 75% of
members on the database with an even higher figure
when key local issues are covered — demonstrating
a high level of interest.

The 2020 edition of the Bedford Park Journal — the
fourth issue of our annual publication celebrating
the architecture, people and history of the suburb —
was distributed to all Society members in November.
This was again popular with members and we would
be pleased to receive suggestions on topics of
interest for inclusion in future editions. 

Events and merchandise
As a result of the extended lockdown periods and
ban on holding public events, this was a frustrating
year for members of the Events and Merchandise
Committee. Our planned programme of two lectures,
walks, a Christmas quiz and our involvement in the
Bedford Park Festival Green Days were all cancelled,
but we were pleased to be able to hold the annual
Winter Party in early February. 

Once again, this was a great success with a record
number of members attending and a real buzz in the
room. Thanks to everyone who came along and a
special thank you to the hard-working members of
our Events team and other volunteers who arranged
the party, including preparing the delicious canapés,
and managed the event throughout the evening. This
year, instead of an ensemble preview of their next
public performance, students from the Arts
Educational Schools provided a smaller group of
very talented soloists who entertained the guests
with a selection of their favourite solo pieces to
considerable acclaim. 

For the first time, some of the most popular items
from our merchandise range were offered via E-news
as gift ideas for Christmas. The items comprised
books, tea towels, jute bags, aprons and the bone
china mugs, developed in 2019, which sold out. The
Events team handled the orders and arranged free
delivery within the Bedford Park area. 

We very much hope that we may be able to start up
a new programme of events later in the year, but in
the meantime the team continues to work on
developing a new range of merchandise.
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Membership 
Following three years of encouraging growth in
membership, this year’s pandemic restrictions meant
that we were unable to build on the opportunity to
recruit new members at our events, such as our
annual presence at the Bedford Park Festival Green
Days. Despite this, efforts by our volunteers and our
improved profile externally resulted in 23 residents
joining the Society and an increase in households. 

In 2020 individual membership numbers were 619
compared with 622 last year and the total number
of households was 401 (391 last year). Of this total,
there are 546 members from 343 households in the
Bedford Park area. 

An increased number of members have agreed to
pay their membership renewal by standing order,
which makes administration easier for members as
well as us. A total of 53% now pay in this way,
reflecting a high level of loyalty and commitment to
the Society. 

Society Committees and
Officers 2020
The Society is managed by an Executive 
Committee with specialist committees working 
on Planning, Infrastructure and Environment, Events
and Merchandise, and Communications. We are 
very grateful for the vital support and assistance 
we received during the year from our many hard
working and committed volunteers, including our
Road Representatives and special advisers.

Executive Committee and Trustees

Chair: Helen Jameson

Hon Treasurer: Simon Baddeley

Hon Secretary: Nick Bueno de Mesquita

Minutes Secretary: Simon Hillyard 

Kate Bowes 

Ruth Clarke

Raj Parkash

Carol Woolner DipArch RIBA (retired)

Nigel Woolner MBE, President, Martin Landy, Special
Adviser, and Nick Cowell, Road Representatives
Coordinator, attended by invitation

Planning Committee: Chair Carol Woolner DipArch
RIBA (retired), William Taylor DipArch, MA, RIBA,
FRSA, Charles Wagner BSc DipTP, MA, IHBC, MRTPI,
FSA, FRSA. George Butlin BA Hons, FCSD (retired),
member of the Ealing Panel for Bedford Park

Infrastructure and Environment Committee: Chair
Raj Parkash, David Blackburn, Kate Bowes, Chris
Carrington (until September), Ruth Clarke, Peter
Eversden, Simon Hillyard, Paul Hopper, Helen
Jameson, Martin Landy, Justin Morris-Wyatt (until
March), Paul Walker 

Events and Merchandise Committee: Chair Ruth
Clarke, Simon Baddeley, Bernadette Barber, Jackie
Cowell, Nick Cowell, Hugh Johnson, Imelda Jones,
Anabela Wilkinson 

Communications Committee: Chair: Kate Bowes,
Nick Bueno de Mesquita, Helen Jameson

Road Representatives Coordinator: Nick Cowell 

Membership Secretary: John Bailey, (Wendy
Williams until June)

Planning Steering Group: Chair Sir Donald Insall,
Hugh Broughton, Architect, Steven Bee, Principal of
Urban Counsel, Nigel Woolner, President, Bedford
Park Society, Peter Murray (Convenor) Special
Adviser, Bedford Park Society, David Selby, Architect

Society Patron: Sir Donald Insall, CBE

President of the Society: Nigel Woolner MBE, FRSA,
FRCM, Dip Arch RIBA (retired)

Special Advisers: Peter Eversden MBE, Special
Adviser, Infrastructure and Environment, Martin
Landy, Special Adviser, Infrastructure and Filming,
Peter Murray, Special Adviser, Architecture,
Exhibitions and Publications

7  Membership and structure
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