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Throughout the ups and downs of a second
year of various restrictions on freedoms we
have continued to celebrate our wonderful
Bedford Park heritage through our E-news
features of photographs
contributed by members,
and details of the lives of
past notable residents.
Our fifth edition of The
Journal distributed in
November provided
another opportunity to

highlight the beauty of the
estate and its rich history. As usual, we
were kept very busy on the planning
front, commenting on over 90
applications. We worked with Ealing
Council on updating Conservation Area
Guidance, and the Council have now
consulted residents on their proposed
changes to the Conservation Area plan. 
Once again, we kept members
informed on developments locally
— from traffic to tree issues — and
worked closely with local Councillors
who have been extremely supportive
in dealing with issues affecting
Bedford Park. 

Important projects
During the year we have
progressed several important
projects. The Pilgrim Trust
supported the Society’s project
to conserve the Tabard Sign
with a significant grant and the
Society developed a solution
for replacing the vandalised
plaques on the Bedford Park
War Memorial seat. The relaunch of our Bedford Park
logbooks is progressing, and we are updating our
technical guidance notes on ways to improve the
energy efficiency of Bedford Park houses and our
help in solving storage of bins and bikes in gardens.
The Executive Committee has been working on a
project to alter the Society’s legal form to that of a
Charitable Incorporated Organisation, a form which
is better suited to the Society’s current needs. This
proposal will be presented to members and their
approval sought at the AGM.

We greatly missed opportunities for members to
meet with our committees and volunteers to discuss
issues informally, at our usual parties, lectures, and

AGM, but we were delighted with the enthusiastic
feedback to the online lectures we held during the
year and which we have continued into 2022. We
are planning to hold “in person” events during 2022
and are looking forward very much to participating

in Green Days.

Membership and volunteers
I would like to thank all our many

volunteers who have worked so hard this
year to ensure that the priorities of the
Society could be achieved. Unfortunately,
Covid restrictions meant our Road
Representatives were again unable to get
together this year to share ideas, but we

hope to be able to resume these
meetings in 2022. 

We were very sorry that Raj Parkash
decided to stand down from his role as
a member of the Executive Committee
and Chair of our Infrastructure and
Planning Committee due to other
charitable commitments. We are
extremely grateful to Raj for his

invaluable contribution to the Society over
four years, and for his broad participation and
insights. We would also like to acknowledge
the very valuable contribution of Jacky Cowell
who stood down from the Events and
Merchandise Committee. We are delighted
that David Blackburn has kindly volunteered

to take over as Chair on Infrastructure matters and
agreed to be co-opted onto the Executive
Committee.

Volunteer your time
If you have some spare time and would like to get
involved, we are always looking for new volunteers
to help us do our work more effectively and bring
fresh ideas. We would particularly welcome
support with administration, representing views to
local councils, helping with our archive material or
organising our events. We would be delighted to
hear from you if you would like to help either on a
regular or occasional basis.

1 Chair’s report

Helen Jameson, Chair, 
The Bedford Park Society

We continued our regular work on behalf of Bedford
Park and our members during the extended pandemic

period, using the time to progress several important
projects and introduce some new initiatives.

Above: Some of the notable residents of Bath Road,
Bedford Road and The Avenue featured in our newsletters.
From top to bottom: William Terriss, Actor; Ellaline Terriss
(Lady Seymour Hicks), Actress; George Fenton, Composer;
Moncure Conway, Clergyman, Author, Abolitionist and 
Sybil Pearce, Teacher and Author.



The growth in applications reflected high levels of
transactions in the housing market, as well as
demands arising from changes in living patterns
such as increased working from home and a growth
in bicycle ownership. Five applications were
withdrawn — and decisions announced on 73
applications — in effect increasing the backlog of
unresolved applications. Of the 73 decisions, 59
were consents and 14 were refusals. On the whole,
this high level of successful applications reflects the
straightforward working of the planning process for
the Conservation Area. Applicants following the
guidance in documents such as Ealing’s Bedford Park
Management Plan and Hounslow’s Residential
Extensions Guidelines can be reasonably sure that
their applications will be successful. In cases of

doubt, many applicants and
their architects consult the
Society’s Planning Committee
prior to submitting their
applications. In other cases,
applications are granted
following changes made in
the light of comments made
by the Society.

Nonetheless, it is clear that in
a small number of cases
during the year some
borough planning officers
have regrettably consented to
applications which infringed
their own planning
guidelines. Consents were
given for some garden
buildings whose dimensions
did not respect the guidelines
and permission was granted
for excessive numbers of
roof-lights. Some consents
were given on the basis of
inaccurate heritage

statements suggesting that original features had
been removed when they were still present. These
consents endanger the heritage significance of
individual buildings and of the Conservation Area as
a whole. Problems with Ealing Planning seem to
correspond with their decision to stop employing 

their own specialist Conservation Officers —
Hounslow Planning has retained Conservation
Officers, and this has been reflected in their more
consistent interpretation of their planning
guidelines. The Society has recently engaged with
Ealing Planning to discuss how these important
issues can be resolved and to offer our expertise.  

Progress made
It is good to report progress with Ealing’s
comprehensive Review of Conservation Areas, which
seeks to update the management of all conservation
areas within the borough. A public consultation on
their proposals for changes to boundaries and
identification of heritage assets, including those of
Bedford Park, took place in early 2022. Subsequent
phases will include further work on the management
plans for individual conservation areas and a more
general review of Ealing’s handling of planning
applications. A recent overview of the programme
suggests that the role of Conservation Area Advisory
Panels could be enhanced thus providing more
expertise in the handling of planning and listed
building applications. This would be of particular
benefit for Bedford Park.

A particularly notable planning application of the
year was for a memorial to W B Yeats designed by
Conrad Shawcross to be located on the triangle by St
Michael & All Angels. A significant majority of
residents’ comments in response to the consultation
expressed support for the contemporary sculpture
— though there were also some strong objections —
and Hounslow Planning gave consent and
contributed to the fundraising appeal. The Society
had expressed some concerns about the precise
siting of the sculpture in relation to the Grade 2*
listed Church and has been discussing questions
such as safety, resistance to vandalism and
maintenance needs with the Yeats Bedford Park
Artwork Project. 

The decision to grant planning permission or listed
building consent rests with Ealing and Hounslow
councils. The Society’s very experienced Planning
Committee comments on all applications — though
sometimes this may be a “no comment.” The councils
are not obliged to take account of the Society’s
comments.

Planning report 2

A total of 92 applications for planning permission
were made in 2021 in the Bedford Park
Conservation Area, with around half of these
requiring listed building consent. This was a sharp
increase compared with the previous three years
which saw around 60 applications per annum.



Our work frequently involves communicating the
most effective way to submit feedback on proposed
changes that affect the local community. We want to
emphasise the importance of everyone becoming
involved as the sheer volume of formal complaints
or survey responses from residents will always have
more impact on local councils or government
policies than a single response from the Society. 

Local traffic schemes
During the course of the year,
continuing adjustments were made to
traffic conditions in Chiswick in
response to the Covid requirements,
affecting Chiswick Lane, Chiswick High
Road, Devonshire Road, Duke Road,
Dukes Avenue, Fisher’s Lane, and
Turnham Green Terrace. We followed
up each of the relevant StreetSpace
schemes including the road closures
and temporary C9 Cycleway to monitor
timing of the interim reviews in order
to keep members informed of key
dates and the various stages of
consultations so that anyone with
views could submit them to the
Council or to Transport for London. 

At one point it was proposed that both
Turnham Green Terrace and
Devonshire Road would be closed to
through traffic and most parking spaces removed.
Following the public consultations, Hounslow
Council announced that changes would be made
where it was clear “the changes have not worked as
intended.” As a result, the temporary reopening
of Turnham Green Terrace was made permanent and
the use of some parking bays to widen the footpath
ended. 

There was strong local opposition to the proposed
permanent closure of the Fisher’s Lane underpass
with the issue complicated by the involvement of
both Ealing and Hounslow councils. Southfield
Councillors “called in” Ealing Council’s decision for
review at a Council Meeting in October on the
grounds that the expected public consultation had
not been held prior to the decision, and that more
consideration needed to be given to the impact of
the road closure on nearby roads. The call-in was
rejected and Ealing Council have subsequently
announced that Fisher’s Lane will remain closed as
part of the safe cycling route from Acton to
Chiswick. 

Cycle Lane on Chiswick 
High Road
Hounslow Council conducted a survey designed to
gauge the impact of Cycleway 9 on people with
“Protected Characteristics,” which includes someone
with a disability, with the aim of identifying any
potential risks and hazards they may have missed.
We encouraged members to submit any views they
may have.

The Council introduced a trial of a revised scheme
for the Cycle Lane under an Experimental Traffic
Order allowing 18 months to assess the impact of
the changes. The Council stated that the new design
deals with many of the concerns raised in the legal
challenge by the OneChiswick group who claim that
the original design breached disability legislation
because of its impact on the elderly and disabled.
The changes included the introduction of bus

shelters on bus islands, more drop-off points for
taxis on the High Road, and the reintroduction of bus
lanes in some areas. It is not known when some of
these changes will be done but extensive work is
being carried out between the junctions at
Goldhawk Road and Chiswick Lane. We understand
that the left filter into Chiswick Lane is being
restored to obviate the significant delays for buses
caused by the original layout. 

Heathrow and Third Runway
In May the Department for Transport launched a
consultation seeking views on the government’s
future night flight policy beyond 2024, and to
extend the existing night flights regime expiring in
October 2022 to October 2024. The findings from
this consultation will be used to inform policy
options for Heathrow, Gatwick and Stanstead
airports as the basis of firm proposals for beyond
2024 — to be included in a consultation planned 
for 2022.

3 Tackling issues…

This year we continued to work hard
on a range of local issues important

to members, providing regular
updates on developments.
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Any easing of night flight restrictions would have a
significant effect on Bedford Park and Chiswick
residents. The Society once again provided guidance
to members in completing the two phases of the
consultation, which included many complex and
technical questions. We were grateful to have been
able to use draft responses prepared by the No 3rd
Runway Coalition and HACAN (Heathrow Association
for the Control of Airport Noise) to help provide this
guidance. The results of the consultation have not
yet been published.

Campaigners intend to launch legal challenges
if/when Heathrow seek planning permission to build
the Third Runway, although the government will
have the final say.  Before the start of the pandemic,
Heathrow admitted that there was likely to be a two-
year delay to their plans, which may well have
slipped further while the airport is focused on
recovery. There are significant questions about
funding of the project and compatibility with the UK
climate targets, which includes hopes that all
international flights from the UK can be made “net
zero” for carbon emissions by 2050. We continue to
work closely with CHATR (Chiswick Against the Third
Runway) and the No 3rd Runway Coalition.

Street trees
The lack of adequate tree management by both
councils has continued to be a problem, exacerbated
by budgetary constraints and the redirection of
resources during the pandemic. However, after
considerable efforts we managed to re-establish
contact with the relevant teams at Hounslow and
Ealing with both councils agreeing to meet us to
look at problem trees in Bedford Park in a series of
“walkabouts.” The meeting with the Ealing specialist
revealed that failure to prune trees in Southfield had
been caused by problems with the contractor.
During the meeting with Hounslow, trees which still
required work were identified, although we are
satisfied that there are now appropriate plans in
place for general pruning, and there are a relatively
small number of cases where these plans are not
being properly carried out. 

Our renewed contact with the councils should
enable us to find out more about future plans for
pruning and pollarding of street trees, replacements
for felled trees and to be involved in planned
surveys. Hounslow’s next inspection is scheduled 
for Autumn/Winter 2022 with work to be carried 
out the following year. In Ealing, the previous plan
for automatic pollarding every three years has now
been replaced by a 3-year review/assessment 
and we are seeking clarity on dates for the pruning
and pollarding schedules. Anyone who is concerned

about a fallen, overgrown or dangerous tree should
report it to the relevant council and contact the
Society if a satisfactory response is not received.

A number of new or replacement trees have been
planted and we would be grateful if members could
bring them to our attention so that supplementary
watering can be arranged in the first two years after
planting. 



Both lectures were extremely well received, reaching
a new audience outside London and the UK, helping
spread the word about Bedford Park’s history and
culture. New merchandise was developed, including
branded Chilly bottles and two different designs for
mugs, based on original Norman Shaw drawings.
These and other popular items were offered via E-
news as Christmas gift ideas and hard-working
members of the Events team arranged free delivery
to members within Chiswick.

William De Morgan Arts and
Crafts tiles in Bedford Park

Sarah Hardy, Curator and Manager of
the De Morgan Foundation, gave the
Society’s first ever online lecture on
13 April. Sarah gave a fascinating
account of the lives and works of
William de Morgan and his wife, the
distinguished artist, Evelyn de
Morgan, with a particular focus on De
Morgan ceramics in Bedford Park.
William de Morgan abandoned his
training at the Royal Academy after
meeting William Morris and initially
established himself as a designer
and maker of stained glass. His
experiments with glazing techniques
and the development of new
methods based on ancient traditions
of lusterware led on to his work in
ceramics. 

He worked on the creation of the
Arab Hall in Leighton House, Holland
Park where he both installed
Leighton’s own collection of oriental
tiles and created his own. He
subsequently created ceramics for
houses designed by Norman Shaw,
who invited him to design tiles
suitable for his Bedford Park houses.

De Morgan created two designs, the Bedford Park
Daisy and Bedford Park Anemone, each available in
several colourways for use in fireplace surrounds
and in front porches. Sarah pointed out that Bedford
Park was notable for the number of De Morgan tiles
still in place and showed photographs received from
current residents and the de Morgan tiles in The
Tabard pub. De Morgan’s tiles, though relatively
expensive, perfectly reflected the desire of residents
for richly decorated interiors in the aesthetic style.

Designing utopia — Norman
Shaw and the architecture of
Bedford Park
In September, the
Society’s second online
lecture was described
by a member of the
audience as
“perfectly
showcasing the
beauty and variety
of Bedford Park
architecture.” The
speaker, Nicholas
Friend, MA (Oxon)
MA (Cantab) FRSA,
explored — with a
huge variety of
illustrations and
photographs — Norman Shaw’s
crucial influence on the architecture of Bedford Park,
setting a standard for the estate, which was followed
by its later architects. 

Norman Shaw (1831-1912) was appointed Estate
Architect of Bedford Park in 1877, replacing the first
architect E W Godwin. Exploring mid-Victorian
architecture of home counties’ villages, Nicholas
explained how earlier examples of the distinctive
“Queen Anne” style influenced the suburb’s
development. He showed photographs, including
Philip Webb’s 1860 Red House commissioned by
William Morris, highlighting the deep roofs, tall
chimneys, brick detailing and dormer windows,
contrasting with the previous stucco designs of
earlier architecture. 

Friend’s enthusiasm for Shaw was infectious; he
described him as the most exciting architect of his
time, having “a great eye for drama” and showed
many examples of Shaw’s house designs that
feature his dramatic chimneys, varied roof lines, tile
hanging, moulded brickwork and variety of windows.
The talk reinforced Bedford Park’s importance as a
chapter in the Victorian house design revolution.
Nicholas described it as an experiment in living,
publicised as a utopia for those of modest funds
while offering an escape from the horrors of
industrial London to what was described in its early
days as “the healthiest place in the world.”.

5 Events and merchandise

Although our normal programme of events was suspended
for a second year because of Covid restrictions, our Events

and Merchandise Committee were able to arrange two
successful online lectures and make some of our most

popular merchandise available to members via E-news.



The important David Budworth archive, left in his
will to the Chiswick Local Studies Library, adds
substantially to the documentation on Bedford Park.
Although the archive remains in boxes, the library is
hoping to start sorting and cataloguing the material
in May. The Society’s photographic surveys of
architectural details, which in recent years have
covered stained glass, porches and fireplaces, were
suspended because of the difficulties of lockdown.
We also suspended the interviews with our long-
term residents, which form the basis of our Oral
History programme.

Some progress has been made with the logbooks’
project to transfer data from the original logbooks,
which were created from around the year 2000, and
it is planned to begin shortly the work of transferring
the data into a modern format.

Tabard pub sign
The original Tabard Inn sign, specially made for
Bedford Park’s public house in the early 1880s was
painted by the distinguished artist Thomas Mathews
Rooke. It mysteriously disappeared some time ago
but was, remarkably, rediscovered recently and is
now the responsibility of the Society. The sign is in
poor condition, having been damaged by exposure
to weather. We commissioned a Condition Survey

report which indicated that one side of the sign,
bearing an image of the pub, including the sign
itself, could be conserved. The other side showing
‘The Trumpeter’ is, sadly, beyond conserving and
only stabilisation is possible. The Society has been
able to raise a grant of £3,600 from The Pilgrim Trust
and is seeking further funding towards the total
conservation costs of £11,000 from other trusts.
During 2022 we will be launching an appeal to help
raise funds for the balance.

We are grateful that St Michael & All Angels Church
has agreed that after conservation has been
completed the sign can be hung in the Michael
Room of the Church Hall, thus ensuring it remains in
Bedford Park. We are also particularly grateful to
local architect John Scott for his significant help in
this project.

War memorial restoration

During 2021 the Grade II listed Bedford Park War
Memorial outside St Michael and All Angels Church
was vandalised, and bronze plaques recording the
names of 44 of the servicemen who died during the
1914-1918 World War were stolen. Funding for the
war memorial was originally raised by members of
the Bedford Park Club, which was disbanded many
years ago. As perhaps the closest current
manifestation of this community group, the Society
decided to take the lead in attempting to restore the
Memorial. 

Having received an anonymous donation towards
the cost of the restoration, we then worked to
secure the balance of the funds. With the support of
our local Hounslow councillors, we were able to
secure a grant from the Hounslow Thriving
Communities Fund, which ensured full funding for
the war memorial plaques to be restored in 2022.
We are very grateful to George Butlin for working
with local specialist supplier Rivermeade to source a
suitable replacement plaque using brass with
bronze patination, which is visually “like for like” but
less likely to be stolen. Thanks are also
due to Councillors Barr, Dennison, MacGregor and
Todd for their enthusiastic support of the project. 

Heritage update 6

The continuing pandemic impeded
progress on the various heritage

projects underway, although progress
was made in some areas.



Membership figures stable 
For a second year the pandemic restrictions meant
that we were unable to build on our customary
opportunity to recruit new members at our events,
such as our annual presence at the Bedford Park
Festival Green Days. We also saw an increased
number of members moving away from the area and
cancelling their subscriptions. Despite this, efforts
by our volunteers and our improved profile
externally resulted in 25 residents (15 new
households) joining the Society. In 2021 individual
membership numbers were 628 compared with 619
last year and the total number of households was
398 (401 last year). We hope to be able to attract
more new members during 2022 and encourage
more existing members to agree to pay their
membership renewal by standing order, which
makes administration easier for members as 
well as us.

Phone box on the Triangle
Following our successful lobbying of BT to repaint
and renovate the listed phone box outside St
Michael’s Parish Hall, opposite Bedford Corner, we
became aware in early 2021 that there was an
opportunity to “adopt” the phone box. After detailed
examination of the contract proposed by BT, it
became clear that this contained many onerous
obligations and indemnities, which the Society
could not afford to take on and we concluded that
the liabilities outweighed the benefits. Possible
future use of the phone box is very limited as BT will
permit only a Local Authority, a Parish Council or a
charity to adopt it; additionally, the phone box is
protected by its Grade 2 listing. 

Society Committees and
Officers 2021
The Society is managed by an Executive Committee
with specialist committees working on Planning,
Infrastructure and Environment, Events and
Merchandise, and Communications. We are very
grateful for the vital support and assistance we
received during the year from our many hard
working and committed volunteers and special
advisers.

Executive Committee and Trustees
Chair: Helen Jameson

Hon Treasurer: Simon Baddeley (until May), then
Libby Bassett

Hon Secretary: Nick Bueno de Mesquita

Minutes Secretary: Simon Hillyard 

David Blackburn (from November) 

Kate Bowes 

Ruth Clarke

Raj Parkash (until November)

Carol Woolner DipArch RIBA (retired)

Nigel Woolner MBE, President, Martin Landy, Special
Adviser, John Bailey, Membership Secretary, and
Nick Cowell, Road Representatives Coordinator,
attend by invitation

Planning Committee: Chair Carol Woolner DipArch
RIBA (retired), William Taylor DipArch, MA, RIBA,
FRSA, Charles Wagner BSc DipTP, MA, IHBC, MRTPI,
FSA, FRSA. George Butlin BA Hons, FCSD (retired),
member of the Ealing Panel for Bedford Park

Infrastructure and Environment Committee: Chair
David Blackburn, (Raj Parkash until November), Kate
Bowes, Ruth Clarke, Peter Eversden, Simon Hillyard,
Paul Hopper, Helen Jameson, Martin Landy, Paul
Walker 

Events and Merchandise Committee: Chair Ruth
Clarke, Simon Baddeley, Bernadette Barber, Libby
Bassett, Jackie Cowell (until June), Nick Cowell, Hugh
Johnson, Imelda Jones, Anabela Wilkinson 

Communications Committee: Chair: Kate Bowes,
Nick Bueno de Mesquita, Helen Jameson

Road Representatives Coordinator: Nick Cowell 

Membership Secretary: John Bailey

Planning Steering Group: Chair Sir Donald Insall,
Hugh Broughton, Architect, Steven Bee, Principal of
Urban Counsel, Nigel Woolner, President, Bedford
Park Society, Peter Murray (Convenor) Special
Adviser, Bedford Park Society, David Selby, Architect

Society Patron: Sir Donald Insall, CBE

President of the Society: Nigel Woolner MBE, FRSA,
FRCM, Dip Arch RIBA (retired)

Special Advisers: Peter Eversden MBE, Special
Adviser, Infrastructure and Environment, Martin
Landy, Special Adviser, Infrastructure and Filming,
Peter Murray, Special Adviser, Architecture,
Exhibitions and Publications

7  Membership and structure
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