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In our regular communications this year we
continued to update members on key local
developments, publishing stories of notable
residents and celebrating the architectural
history and beauty of the Bedford Park
heritage. Once again, the Society commented
on a high number of planning applications.
Although most reflected the local authorities’
own clear guidance for the two Conservation
Areas, it was disappointing that a significant
number of proposals submitted and approved
by the boroughs’ planning teams did not,

resulting in an adverse impact on Bedford Park’s
heritage. More details and our response are outlined
in our report on planning, where we strongly
emphasise the importance of householders,
architects and the local planning departments all
playing their part in preserving our heritage.

This year we have again been active in seeking to
ensure that Bedford Park trees are maintained and
thrive, by working constructively with the local
authority teams, and have kept members informed
of transport matters affecting Bedford Park and
those living in the garden suburb, and opportunities
for members to make their views known.

Grant funding has enabled work to commence on
conserving the original Tabard sign and for the
manufacture of the war memorial replacement,
which will be installed this summer.

Following approval by members at the 2022 AGM, a
Charitable Incorporated Organisation has been set
up and approved by the Charity Commission, and we
have initiated steps to complete the transfer of
assets to the new CIO as soon as practical. 

We were delighted to be able to resume some of our
programme of live events post-pandemic, including
the opportunity for members to meet at the
reinstated annual party.

Membership and volunteers
We are extremely grateful to all our volunteers who
have worked so hard this year on behalf of Bedford
Park. We were very sorry that Ruth Clarke relocated
to Cornwall this year, making it impractical for her to
remain an active member of our Executive
Committee, our Infrastructure Committee and Chair

of our Events and Merchandise
Committee. We are extremely grateful
to Ruth for the time she put into her
roles, and her tenacity in following up
infrastructure issues in particular. We
would also like to thank Martin Landy
for the very many years he has
contributed to the work of the Society,
having stood down from the
Infrastructure Committee this year.
Fortunately, the Society continues to
benefit from his extensive knowledge
of and love for Bedford Park in his role
as a Special Adviser to the Executive
Committee. We are delighted that Libby
Basset and Nick Cowell have kindly
volunteered to jointly chair the Events
and Merchandise Committee.

Volunteer your time
If you have some spare time and
would like to get involved, we are
always looking for new volunteers to
help us do our work more effectively
and bring fresh ideas. We would

particularly welcome support with administration,
planning issues, representing views to local councils,
helping with our archive material or organising our
events. We would be delighted to hear from you if
you would like to help either on a regular or
occasional basis.

The wide range of our work and details of our key
initiatives are described more fully in each section
of this review of the year.

1 Chair’s report

Helen Jameson, Chair, 
The Bedford Park Society

Working to prevent threats to Bedford Park’s
important heritage, reviving our programme of live

events and protecting the Bedford Park street scene
formed the focus of our work in 2022.
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In most cases both Ealing and Hounslow correctly
applied their own guidelines and Conservation Area
Management plans in reaching decisions and took
account of comments made by the Society. However,
there has been a disturbing rise over the past few
years of approvals where, in the Society’s view,
guidelines were not applied, resulting in a
significant number of changes detrimental to the
Conservation Areas and a gradual erosion of the
precious Bedford Park heritage. Notably, there has
been approval for “garden rooms” above the size
specified in the guidance, eroding the open spaces
and changing the relation of built space to gardens.
We took legal advice on one such application and
communicated its conclusions to Ealing. Changes to
roofscapes were approved for the addition of roof
lights, diminishing the impact of Bedford Park’s
exuberant original roof level landscapes. There has
also been an erosion of the character of some listed
house interiors and applications approved for
inappropriate window or door details. 

The Society expressed strong reservations in 2018
about Ealing’s decision to dispense with
conservation officers, which has contributed to
major problems in fulfilling the borough’s
responsibilities for conservation areas and listed
buildings. The Society has developed and maintains
good relationships with both borough planning
teams and works with them to improve team
knowledge and achieve better outcomes for Bedford

Park. However, planning departments clearly have
difficulty fulfilling their conservation roles without
employing conservation specialists. Ealing should
reverse its 2018 decision. Additional difficulties
have arisen because of the poor quality of some
applications. Both local authorities should insist on
applications drawn up by professionals with
conservation experience, and with proposed
changes shown clearly. In the case of listed
buildings, for which permission is required for all
interior changes, applications should include
detailed illustrations of the existing state as well as
proposed changes.  

Architectural significance
It is regrettable that Ealing’s Bedford Park
Management Plan and Hounslow’s plan for the
Conservation Area have not progressed during
2022. The Society hopes very much that it will be
possible to finalise these documents in 2023 —
greater precision on certain issues will ensure that
applicants and planners take closer note of the
requirements. Against this background, the Society
reasserted its belief in the architectural and social
significance of Bedford Park by making a joint
proposal with Brentham Garden Suburb to the
Department of Culture, Media and Sport to be
included on the UNESCO World Heritage List. The
application was endorsed by both Ealing and
Hounslow councils and welcomed by the Victorian
Society, who emphasised the great social and
architectural importance of Bedford Park and its
worldwide impact.

The Society’s remit is to preserve this architectural
heritage, but we cannot do this alone. Architects,
householders and the borough planning teams all
have a part to play as guardians of the Bedford Park
heritage in respecting the Conservation Area
Management Plans and guidelines if we are to
ensure the important Bedford Park heritage is not
eroded further.

The decision to grant planning permission or listed
building consent rests with Ealing and Hounslow
councils. The Society’s very experienced Planning
Committee comments on all applications though the
councils are not obliged to take note of these views.
The Planning team is happy to be consulted by owners
and their architects before an application is made,
often leading to adjustments, facilitating an approval. 
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During 2022, there were 78 planning applications in
the Bedford Park Conservation Areas. The local
authorities approved 57 applications, eight were
refused, four withdrawn by applicants, and four were
not determined. 



We would like to remind members that it’s important
for everyone to submit individual feedback on
surveys and consultations and to lodge any
complaints directly with the relevant council. This
invariably has more impact on local councils or
government policies than a single response from the
Society.

Roads and pavements
Some road resurfacing work was carried out in
Ealing, including The Avenue and South Parade. Prior
to the start of the work on The Avenue, the Society
arranged an on-site meeting with Ealing Council and
the contractor to discuss the implications of the
work and request confirmation of certain details.
Since the work also included kerbs, we asked that
any granite sets be retained, and that work to the
pavements did not involve replacing paving stones
with tarmac, except where tree roots have lifted
paving stones and they cannot be replaced.

The number of uneven pavements seems to be
increasing, mainly caused by the tree roots of very
large trees. We asked members to help bring these
problems to the attention of the local councils by
reporting any issues, emphasising safety, and to
advise the councils when street gullies become
blocked after heavy rain to ask them to take prompt
action.

Both councils struggled to keep up with the heavy
leaf fall in the autumn although they said that they
employed additional teams of sweepers and gave
priority to streets with the heaviest fall. We advised

members how to report any dangerous build-up of
leaves, to request a spot clearance, and how to
request equipment to carry out leaf clearance on
their own road via Ealing Council’s website.
Although Hounslow do not have a similar scheme,
action taken by the local community showed that it
is possible to apply for bags to be delivered if
neighbours want to organise leaf clearing in their
road. 

Cycle Lane and bike storage
The re-opening of Cycleway 9 on Chiswick High
Road in July provided a segregated cycle lane
between Kew Bridge and Hammersmith, with
changes made since the initial construction to
improve safety. Additional changes were made later
in the year requiring more closures to the cycle lane.
In October, a six-month public consultation on the
revised experimental scheme was launched,
described as an opportunity for local people to help
Transport for London decide whether to make the
experimental scheme permanent. We advised
members of this opportunity to comment.

In November Hounslow Council invited residents in
certain roads to respond to a consultation about the
installation of a community bike hangar in their
roads and to apply for rental space in the hanger as
part of their commitment to increase cycling in the
borough. The Society helped to spread the word
about the consultation and sought more information
about the proposals with the intention of working
with the Council to find suitable solutions for bicycle
parking in Bedford Park. Whilst the Society fully
supports measures which encourage more people to
cycle, we are concerned about any storage solutions
which might negatively affect the architectural
heritage, setting and environment of the Bedford
Park Conservation Area without providing a clear
public benefit. 

3 Tackling issues…

This year we continued to focus our work on a range of
local issues affecting members whilst keeping everyone
up to date with any important developments via regular

editions of our electronic newsletter: E-news.
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Street trees
The combination of the post-pandemic backlog and
continuing budgetary constraints once again
affected the quality of tree management by local
councils. However, our renewed contact with the
relevant teams at Hounslow and Ealing helped us to
raise issues about problem trees in Bedford Park and
to be aware of future plans for pruning and
pollarding of street trees, as well as replacements

for felled trees. Both Hounslow
and Ealing are due to carry out
their 3-year inspection this
Spring. Hounslow have a
different approach to Ealing.
Through our dialogue with
Hounslow Highways it has
been possible to help identify
trees in need of pruning and
the backlog has largely been
cleared. 

Ealing manage their street
trees in-house and use
contractors for all work. It has
become clear that problems
with their contractors resulted
in very little work being carried
out in Southfield and a number
of trees are now causing
problems after some five to six years without
pruning/pollarding. We continue to apply pressure
on the council and to work with residents whose
complaints have not been resolved. Additionally,
Ealing have more restricted criteria relating to the
pruning schedule, meaning that the inspection is
less likely to result in work being carried out. Anyone
who is concerned about a fallen, overgrown or
dangerous tree should report it to the relevant
council and contact the Society if there is no
response.

During the year we identified 12 new street trees
within Bedford Park and co-ordinated volunteers to
help provide supplementary watering. Young trees 

are particularly susceptible to heat and dry weather
and need regular watering, but the councils do not
have the resources to do this. We were grateful to
everyone who helped check recently planted trees
and was involved in the rota for watering them. We
would ask members to look out for any trees near
their home that might need watering and to bring
them to the Society’s notice.

Heathrow and the
Third Runway
Public consultation is scheduled to
begin in late 2024 about changes
to aircraft flight paths on the
approach to Heathrow. One

outcome could be that more aircraft pass directly
over Bedford Park, possibly without the relief of
runway alternation. 

Heathrow airport’s company will be updating the
case for building a Third Runway. However, the
airport’s finances have been damaged by the
pandemic, and, critically, the pressure for businesses
and Government to respond to the environmental
crisis has intensified. It appears unlikely that much
progress towards building a third runway will be
made in the short term. The Society will continue to
monitor developments particularly any changes that
involve flight paths, which would have a significant
impact on Bedford Park and Chiswick residents.



Successful lecture programme
Following the success of the first online lecture in
2021 by Nicholas Friend MA, FRSA, two further
lectures exploring Bedford Park’s origins, influences
and original house interiors were held in January

and March. The many
participants in the Zoom
presentation, including non-
members from all over the UK
and overseas, were entertained
by Nicholas’s passion for
Bedford Park and his engaging
style while his exceptional
knowledge continued to
impress.

In Sources and influences of the
First Garden Suburb – Bedford
Park in context Nicholas argued
that although Bedford Park is
often seen as the world’s first
garden suburb, it had
precedents in estate, mill and
retirement villages of the 18th
and earlier 19th centuries. He
illustrated the distinctive
differences between those
villages and Bedford Park’s
planning, ideas and ideals, and
the influence Bedford Park’s
new thinking had on similar
developments in Britain,
Germany and the United States.

The March lecture: The Aesthetic
Movement — design influences
on early Bedford Park house
interiors explored the meaning
behind what Nicholas
described as the early Bedford
Park pioneers’ belief in their
own good taste and a sense of
the beautiful. With a vast range
of images, he looked at the
decoration considered
appropriate for the house of an
artistically minded Bedford Park
family of the 1870s and ‘80s. 

Oscar Wilde – Up close and personal
We were delighted be able to hold the Society’s
Annual Betjeman Lecture Oscar Wilde — Up close
and personal in September in the Andrew Lloyd
Webber Foundation Theatre at the ArtsEd Schools in

Bath Road. In his
highly entertaining
and personal insight
into Wilde, Giles
Ramsay, independent
theatre producer,
director and lecturer,
examined the public
and private life of
one of the world’s
most original and
controversial artists.
Giles captured the
audience’s
imagination early in
the lecture with

stories of Wilde’s father — a surgeon — who led a
double life with two separate families and was
accused by one of his patients of assault, leading to
a court case.

Painting the background to Wilde’s writing, Giles
covered his exotic early life, his marriage, affairs, and
ultimate downfall. Referring to Wilde as the “poster
boy of aestheticism,” he compared Wilde to many
modern day “celebrities” as “famous for being
famous.” The audience particularly enjoyed the way
Giles drew links to some of the early literary and
artistic residents of Bedford Park who were part of
Wilde’s circle of friends, including WB Yeats who
Wilde first met at Burlington House in Chiswick
when the Yeats family were living in Bedford Park.

Behind the scenes at ArtsEd
In May a group of Society members were given an
exclusive opportunity to see behind the scenes of
ArtsEd in a tour to find out more about the long-
established drama school and day school and to
explore their new facilities. The well-arranged tour
provided a great insight into the activities of both
schools and the members very much appreciated
the chance to sit in on several classes and watch a
rehearsal in the theatre.

5 Events…

This was a busy year with the continuing programme
of online lectures and then, as Covid restrictions were
lifted, the welcome return of the Members’ Party and

other “live” events, together with the promotion of the
Bedford Park Society merchandise.



Members’ Party 22 April
There was a palpable extra buzz at the Society’s
Annual Members’ Party held on 22 April in the
Michael Room of St Michael & All Angels. The 100
guests were especially happy to celebrate the first
“in person” event for members since just before the
pandemic when the Society’s last party was held in
February 2020.

As in previous years, hard work behind the scenes
and on the night by the Events Committee and other
volunteers ensured a generous supply of delicious
canapés, described as “very professional” and a
constant flow of wine. The loud and lively
conversation was briefly interrupted for the now

established tradition of some special entertainment
from students of the ArtsEd schools. Eight very
accomplished students from the 2022 graduating
class sang a selection of solo numbers from popular
musicals and shows, producing a highly professional
mini show that was a great success with all the
audience. Thanks are due to the Society’s volunteers
and to the students of the ArtsEd for contributing to
the successful party.

Green Days and merchandise
The Society’s team of volunteers had one of their
busiest days ever running our stall at the Bedford
Park Festival’s Green Days Fete & Craft Fair on 11
June. As well as a very successful day selling
merchandise items, the stall provided an
opportunity for members to drop by to chat, for new
members to join the Society, and annual
subscriptions to be paid. It was encouraging to
experience the support from members and local
residents for the Society’s work.

In December the Events team arranged — for the
second year — to offer some of the most popular
items of merchandise as possible Christmas gifts,
arranging free delivery within Bedford Park.

Membership numbers 
This year again saw a number of members moving
away from the area and cancelling their
subscriptions. Despite this, 36 residents (26 new
households) joined the Society. In 2022 individual
membership numbers were 631 compared with 610
last year and the total number of households was
392 (405 last year). With increased opportunities to
meet people face to face and promote the Society, it
is hoped more new members will be attracted to
join during 2023. Existing members not already
paying their membership renewal by standing order,
which makes administration easier for members as
well as the Society, will be encouraged to consider
paying this way. 

We would like to remind members that the 2023
subscriptions (£10 for a single household member
and £15 for two) are now due. Provided there are no
changes to your details, you can pay by direct bank
payment without completing a form. 

Our bank account details are: The Bedford Park
Society, Sort Code: 30-92-01, Account no: 00025253.
Please include your house/flat number and road as a
reference. If there are any changes in your details,
please email membership@bedfordpark.org.uk or
complete the application form on the website.

…merchandise and membership 6



An important focus of the Society’s heritage projects
during the year continued to be the conservation of
the original Tabard Inn sign. Following the award of a
grant by the Pilgrim Trust in 2021, further financial
support was received from the Hounslow Thriving
Communities Fund, ensuring that grants would cover
most of the projected cost. This enabled the Society
to commission chosen specialists McNeilage
Conservation — highly experienced conservators
who work regularly for English Heritage and for
many cathedrals and churches — to start the work in
October. After the first stage of removing paint and
varnish applied during previous restorations, the
conservator reported that there is much more detail
surviving in the repainted areas than expected. It
has been agreed that the conserved work will be
hung in St Michael’s Church Hall later in 2023. 

Following the contribution by Hounslow Thriving
Communities Fund, the Society’s project for
replacing the plaques of the vandalised Bedford
Park War Memorial progressed with the manufacture
of new plaques in visually “like for like” material.
Installation is planned this summer. 

The Society provided a financial contribution and
information towards the production of the guide
associated with “Enwrought Light,” the sculpture by
Conrad Shawcross commemorating WB Yeats. The
downloadable guide “Discover Bedford Park with
WB Yeats” includes information and images on
locations associated with Yeats and poems read 
by Ciaran Hinds

Society Committees and
Officers 2022
The Society is managed by an Executive Committee
with specialist committees working on Planning,
Infrastructure and Environment, Events and
Merchandise, and Communications. We are very
grateful for the vital support and assistance we
received during the year from our many hard
working and committed volunteers and special
advisers. 

Executive Committee and Trustees
Chair: Helen Jameson

Hon Treasurer: Libby Bassett

Hon Secretary: Nick Bueno de Mesquita

Minutes Secretary: Simon Hillyard 

David Blackburn 

Kate Bowes 

Ruth Clarke (until May)

Carol Woolner DipArch RIBA (retired)

Nigel Woolner MBE, President, Martin Landy, Special
Adviser, John Bailey, Membership Secretary, and
Nick Cowell, Co-Chair Events Committee, attend by
invitation

Planning Committee: Chair Carol Woolner DipArch
RIBA (retired), William Taylor DipArch, MA, RIBA,
FRSA, Charles Wagner BSc DipTP, MA, IHBC, MRTPI,
FSA, FRSA. George Butlin BA Hons, FCSD (retired),
member of the Ealing Panel for Bedford Park

Infrastructure and Environment Committee: Chair
David Blackburn, Kate Bowes, Ruth Clarke (until
May), Peter Eversden MBE, Simon Hillyard, Paul
Hopper, Helen Jameson, Martin Landy (until
January), Paul Walker, Paul Wilkinson (from April) 

Events and Merchandise Committee: Chair Ruth
Clarke (until May), then Libby Bassett and Nick
Cowell Co-Chairs, Simon Baddeley, Bernadette
Barber, Hugh Johnson, Imelda Jones, Anabela
Wilkinson

Communications Committee: Chair: Kate Bowes,
Nick Bueno de Mesquita, Helen Jameson

Road Representatives Coordinator: Nick Cowell 

Membership Secretary: John Bailey

Planning Steering Group: Chair Sir Donald Insall
CBE, Hugh Broughton, Architect, Steven Bee,
Principal of Urban Counsel, Nigel Woolner MBE,
President, Bedford Park Society, Peter Murray OBE
(Convenor) Special Adviser, Bedford Park Society,
David Selby, Architect

Society Patron: Sir Donald Insall, CBE

President of the Society: Nigel Woolner MBE, FRSA,
FRCM, Dip Arch RIBA (retired)

Special Advisers: Peter Eversden MBE, Special
Adviser, Infrastructure and Environment, Martin
Landy, Special Adviser, Infrastructure and Filming,
Peter Murray OBE, Special Adviser, Architecture,
Exhibitions and Publications
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