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1 Chair’s report
The changes we have
introduced have enabled us
to focus our eﬀorts on a
number of initiatives in
addition to the regular work
of the Society.
Helen Jameson, Chair,
The Bedford Park Society

We are continuing to beneﬁt from our improved
way of working across our volunteer groups, the
involvement of more volunteers and more
eﬀective communications. The wide range of our
work and more details of our key initiatives are
described more fully in this review of the year.

those standing down from roles this year. Our
thanks go to George Butlin and Charles Lawrence
for their contribution and expertise on the
Planning Committee over very many years; to
Harriet Benson and Alan Weavis for playing a
central role in making our Winter Parties and other
events so enjoyable with their expert and
delicious catering and marketing input, and to
Nick and Sarah Haimendorf for managing the
Society’s membership database so eﬀectively. We
are very grateful to them all for being so generous
with their time and resources on behalf of the
Society.

Planning, architecture and
infrastructure
Our important work to protect and enhance the
amenities and architectural heritage of Bedford
Park remains at the heart of all we do. In addition
to the unstinting work of our Planning and
Infrastructure Committees, we have started work
on two priorities, which will undoubtedly take
some time to implement, but which we think are
important to progress. The ﬁrst is to work with
both local authorities to secure a co-ordinated
approach to planning between Ealing and
Hounslow councils. The second is to seek, over the
coming years, to develop a constructive and
workable proposal for Bedford Corner.

History and legacy
The Society maintained its focus on the history of
Bedford Park, celebrating the 50th anniversary of
the listing of Bedford Park houses with a series of
events described on page 5. A number of
initiatives to develop research on the past
residents of Bedford Park, including an oral history
project, are outlined on page 6. In addition, our
new publication, the Journal, now provides an
excellent vehicle for informing residents of the
rich past of the suburb.

Building membership and
volunteers
Various eﬀorts during the year, including our
autumn recruitment programme, in which our
Road Representatives played a crucial role, helped
boost our membership by some 15 per cent. Our
request for additional volunteers resulted in a
gratifying response with 12 new people coming
on board as members of our committees or as
Road Representatives, while others oﬀered to help
with speciﬁc projects or on an ad hoc basis.
We are indebted to all the many volunteers (some
70 in total) for all they have done for the Society
during the year. In particular, I would like to thank

If you have some spare time and would like to get
involved, we are always looking for new
volunteers to help us do our work more eﬀectively
and bring fresh ideas. Whatever skills and
experience you have, there is likely to be
something that you can do whether on a regular
or occasional basis. Whether you have a technical
or professional background or are generally
interested in helping with administration,
representing views to local councils or organising
social or educational events, we would be
delighted to hear from you. We are also keen to
continue to build our team of Road
Representatives who act as the point of contact
and as a conduit between our members and the
Society.

A new constitution proposed
The work on reviewing and updating our
constitution has now been completed. Although
its original purposes remain valid, the wording of
our current constitution does not reﬂect the status
of Bedford Park today, the work that the Society
now does or current best practice in the
governance of charities. You will ﬁnd an
explanatory note outlining the key changes in the
papers enclosed with this review. The proposal to
adopt the new constitution will be tabled at the
AGM on 17 May.

Planning 2
The Planning Committee was once again kept
extremely busy with a signiﬁcant increase in
the number of applications.
In an important year for the committee, the work
involved taking positions about signiﬁcant
elements of the fabric of Bedford Park. The
addition of two new members, William Taylor
DipArch, MA, RIBA, FRSA, and Charles Wagner, BSc
DipTP, MA, IHBC, MRTPI, FSA, FRSA, to the team
enabled us to keep abreast of the challenges of
the year.

Planning applications
increase
The decision to grant or refuse a planning
application rests entirely with Ealing or Hounslow
councils. However, our very experienced Planning
Committee provides an input by commenting on
applications for listed buildings or other buildings
within the Bedford Park Conservation Area. The
councils are not obliged to take account of our
comments.
This year the number of applications made to the
two councils increased to 84, compared with 75 in
2016 and 72 in 2015. There were 51 applications
in Ealing and 33 in Hounslow with 50 concerning
listed buildings (31 last year). The number of
council decisions during the year totalled 69 with
53 applications granted and 16 refused. Some
refused applications are subsequently
resubmitted taking account of comments made, so
the ﬁnal success rate of applications can be higher
than suggested by these ﬁgures. Nine appeals

were launched following refusals by the councils,
resulting in two being successful, six unsuccessful,
and one pending.
An increase in pending decisions means that the
number of applications is higher than the number
of decisions. This has been caused in part by the
reduction in staﬀ at Ealing Council where only one
part-time Conservation Oﬃcer is available to
review listed building applications, a problem now
common to many boroughs due to budgetary
pressures.

Notable developments
Towards the end of 2017 the Arts Educational
Schools developed a proposal to restructure and
refurbish their facilities on Bath Road to create
much-needed new studio, rehearsal and teaching
spaces. The plans include a rooftop addition to
replace the current pitched roof and a new
entrance from Bath Road. However, the Flanders
Road elevation has been designed to ensure that
the visual outlook from Flanders Road houses is
preserved and enhanced. The architects sought
the views of the Society while preparing their
plans as part of a broad consultation within the
neighbourhood. The Society believes that the
proposals submitted for planning permission will
enhance the neighbourhood visually and enable
the Arts Ed to ﬂourish.
Another prominent site in the Conservation Area
is the forecourt of Bedford Corner. The Society
would very much like to see this now rather
dilapidated area improved in a manner
appropriate to the site and to Bedford Park. A
working group has been established to endeavour
to develop and implement a plan for
improvement. This group, which includes a local
councillor, is now exploring how to work with
Ealing Council and the stakeholders to bring this
about.
The Society has been making every eﬀort to
ensure that the BT cabinet incorrectly installed on
the footpath along the western end of St Michael
& All Angels is moved to a more suitable place,
preferably at the corner of Bath Road and Flanders
Road, in line with an agreement negotiated in
2012, so that it causes less inconvenience to
pedestrians and is less visually intrusive within
this important area of Bedford Park. The Society is
working closely with the Hounslow Conservation
Oﬃcer to ensure that the cabinet is moved.
The Society has made some progress in its
objective of establishing common planning
policies between Hounslow and Ealing Councils.
At a recent meeting with senior planning oﬃcials
of Ealing and Hounslow it was agreed in principle
to move towards this objective through the
creation of a single Area Management Plan for
Bedford Park. The Society’s Planning Steering
Group, which held its ﬁrst meeting in 2017, has
been asked to prepare a contribution towards the
development of this plan.

3 Improving the streetscape…
The Society continues to work hard to improve
the streetscape and tackle unwelcome
proposals on behalf of residents.
During 2017 we dealt with a wide range of issues
including removal of the clutter of unnecessary
street signs, improvement of street cleaning,
paving, lighting, parking and tree management.
Some of the key areas of our work are outlined
below.

Managing street trees
Our focus continues to be on encouraging proper
maintenance of trees. We have been monitoring
tree pruning and planting, working closely with
both councils to ensure trees are well maintained
and the right species selected for Bedford Park.
The Society is in discussion with both councils
about suitable species for future planting,
recognising that size is dependant on the quality
of tree pits and surrounding earth as well as
overall space. Correct selection, including fewer
forest trees, will enable growth and maintenance
of pavements to be managed.
In Ealing most of the diseased and dangerous
trees felled following the 2016 survey have now
been replaced although some work to reinstate
the tree pits is ongoing. We are waiting for a
response from the Council on the preferred
species. The next pruning is scheduled for
Autumn/Winter 2019.
In Hounslow the Council commissioned a new
survey in the summer of 2017. Following our
meeting with the tree manager to discuss
progress, pruning to reduce the size of some of
the largest street trees recommenced last autumn
after leaf fall but there is a reluctance to prune
horse chestnuts moderately because of their
weakened state. The list of preferred species for
replanting discussed with Ealing has been sent to
Hounslow.

Hounslow Heritage Lighting
and new paving
Over the last few years the Society has closely
monitored the Council’s proposals for new street
lights in the conservation area, which included
commissioning our own report from a lighting
expert. After pressure from the Society and with
the help of Councillor John Todd, the Council
accepted the principle that the street lighting
should be replaced on a like-for-like basis and we
reviewed the detailed speciﬁcation to check it
achieved this. However, on the day of installation
we spotted that the proposed columns were a
metre (20%) higher than the previous ones.
Following our contact with the Council, the
installation was halted, the column heights were
reduced and new columns were installed at the
correct height.

The Council subsequently installed bulbs with a
warmer, less glaring, white light to reduce glare
from the new bulbs. It also dimmed the bulbs by
20% through its central control system. We
understand that the Council will be investigating
other options for energy eﬃciency, including the
possibility of further dimming after midnight.
During 2017 the programme of pavement renewal
in Bedford Park began. Reacting to the work being
carried out, the Society requested that Hounslow
Highways improve the quality of new paving and
minimise the use of tarmac. We also ensured that
there was consistency in the streets included in
the programme. We continue to press for better
quality as the programme continues.

Parking issues
In Ealing, the Society’s survey of members’ views
showed that 93% response of respondents want
paper vouchers in addition to RingGo for visitor
parking, strongly indicating that we need to
continue to challenge the Council’s switch to
RingGo only.
Further research and the submission of a number
of Freedom of Information requests indicated that
the Council did not properly consider the impact
on elderly and disabled people, those who cannot
or do not want to use the RingGo service, or
whether there may be certain circumstances
where paper vouchers might still be required. We
also established that numerous areas of the
borough still have supplies of paper vouchers, so
that RingGo has not yet become a borough-wide
issue. As a result, the Society believes that a
campaign for the reinstatement of paper vouchers

…and tackling issues 4
would have impact only when it can be
demonstrated that a high number of residents
across the borough feel strongly about the issue.
We are seeking support from other local
associations in Ealing to join our eﬀorts.
In Hounslow, the Council proposed new
Residents’ Parking tariﬀs in June, which were not
widely communicated. The Society responded to
the consultation objecting to the proposal that
low emission vehicles should have totally free
parking and recommending the Council adopted
TfL’s deﬁnitions of diesel cars for additional tariﬀ.
Unfortunately, our recommendations were
ignored and the new tariﬀs introduced in April
2018.

Commercialisation of
Acton Green

had not been taken into account, and that the
Cycle Superhighway would have a detrimental
eﬀect on the amenity of the area. The Society’s
submission, therefore, concluded that the
proposed Cycle Superhighway is not the right
solution and opposed the proposal in its current
form. Following TfL’s publication of the
consultation report (to be followed by a more
detailed report later in 2018), the Society is
continuing to monitor developments and respond,
as appropriate.

Heathrow Third Runway
Oﬃcially produced noise maps show that Bedford
Park will have signiﬁcantly increased and highly
disruptive aircraft noise if the new ﬂight paths are
organised, as expected, to minimise the total
number of people aﬀected.

The Society has continued to monitor any
proposals for additional commercial use of Acton
Green, representing local concerns. Although
residents are supportive of community events and
activities on the Green, there is a strong view that
commercial activities should be strictly limited
each year.
We attended a meeting with Ealing Council and
the event organiser to discuss the details of the
2017 Bierfest to be held on Acton Green from 24
– 28 August although this event was subsequently
cancelled by the organiser. We have also
contacted Ealing Council about the lack of
consultation and the negative eﬀects of the
decision to allow the sale of Christmas trees on
Acton Green for a period of four weeks in
November/December.

Cycle Superhighway
The Society arranged a survey in order to reﬂect
the views of our members in our formal
submission responding to Transport for London’s
consultation on the Cycle Superhighway CS9. The
survey showed that 74% of respondents were
against the proposal, 21%
were in favour, and 5%
neither for nor against. The
main concerns raised were
pedestrian safety; the eﬀect
on local civic and business
life, especially on Chiswick’s
much-prized local cafe culture
and resulting sense of
community; the likely level of
traﬃc displacement into the
residential streets of Bedford
Park and higher levels of
pollution from increased
traﬃc congestion.
The Society welcomes measures which encourage
healthy living, including more walking and cycling
within Chiswick, but members expressed concerns
that the needs of pedestrians and local residents

The Society provided guide notes to help
members opposed to the Third Runway to lodge
their objections during the Department for
Transport consultation on the Third Runway at
Heathrow, which closed on 25 May 2017. The
Government then extended the consultation
period until 19 December. This followed the
publication of new information reinforcing the
negative environmental impact on west London,
particularly on air pollution levels, and revised
ﬁgures putting Gatwick ahead in terms of the
economic beneﬁts. The Society submitted a
formal response and encouraged everyone to
submit an individual objection, as the volume of
objections lodged is critical.
The Society continues to monitor developments
and to support CHATR (Chiswick Against the Third
Runway) who have raised awareness about the
negative impact on our area. In response to the
most recent two-stage consultation by Heathrow
the Society submitted a response on behalf of our
members and provided guidance for members to
submit their own.

5 Commemorating the 50th Anniversary
Last year was the 50th anniversary of the
listing of 356 buildings in Bedford Park and
was celebrated through an exhibition, garden
party and lecture.

Nigel Woolner, President of the Society, and
Patron, Sir Donald Insall, CBE, then cut a
celebratory cake, specially designed and
commissioned by the Society, and the audience
was invited to toast Bedford Park and everyone
who lives in the suburb.

50th Anniversary Lecture

The Exhibition that saved
Bedford Park

On 20 November a talk by Emily Gee held in St
Alban’s Church attracted over one hundred
attendees.
Emily is the Head of Listing Advice at
The Society staged an exhibition in June
Historic England (HE), which took on the planning
I. THE EXHIBITION
II. THE
BACKGROUND
to commemorate
the 50th anniversary
of
B
responsibilities once carried out by English
the architectural exhibition mounted as
Heritage.
part of the ﬁrst Bedford Park Festival in

I. THE EXHIBITION
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The 1967 Architectural Exhibition
This exhibition commemorates the 50th anniversary of the
architectural exhibition mounted as part of the first Bedford
Park Festival in 1967. Although something of a late addition
to the Festival and very modestly featured in the published
programme, the architectural exhibition was attended by
Arthur Grogan, the Inspector of the relevant Ministry, who
was sufficiently impressed by the case implicitly put
forward for the preservation of Bedford Park that he almost
immediately secured agreement for the listing of the
majority of its original houses. From this decision has
stemmed a remarkable revival in the fortunes of the suburb.

1967. The 2017 exhibition was held in St
Michael & All Angels Church, curated by
Dr David Budworth MBE, the Society’s
Historical Adviser.
Designed by W Wilson

No catalogue was produced of the exhibition, but it was
professionally photographed. The catalogue included here
is a simplified version of one compiled in 2004 by the
organiser of this exhibition from that photographic record.

Thomas Affleck “Tom” Greeves
1917−2017
The exhibition was the work of Tom Greeves and was
mounted in the name of the Bedford Park Society of which
he had been co-founder in 1963. Tom had been campaigning
as an individual for some years before that for the
preservation of Bedford Park, and it is a happy coincidence
that this year marks the centenary of his birth on 4 June 1917.
A photographic portrait of him appears on the far right.
Throughout his years of campaigning, Tom was staunchly
supported by his self-effacing wife Eleanor. She contributed
the very useful map of Bedford Park which appeared as an
endpaper in the 1999 edition of Tom’s Bedford Park − the first
garden suburb. Not the least of her contributions was, after
his death, to organise and list much of the archival material
relating to Bedford Park which he had collected, and to
deposit it in Chiswick Library. Before her death in 2015,
she donated the material to the Bedford Park Society.
A photograph of her appears on the right.

Designed by E J May

I.2 Eleanor Greeves (1924-2015) at the Bedford Park Society stall on Green Day, 2007.
Sandra Grant Collection

Themes of the 1967 Exhibition
The 1967 exhibition illustrated the history and special
nature of Bedford Park, not much appreciated at the time
but well documented since. More significantly, it laid
emphasis on the threats posed to the integrity of the area by
unsympathetic developments of major sites, and by the
degradation of its special architectural details.

I.1 Portrait of T A Greeves (1917-1997) c.1974.
Richard Davies, by courtesy of the late Eleanor Greeves

1

Jonathan Carr
1 Memorial plaque, St Michael’s Church

2

(Early history)
1 The Adams map
2 Bedford House:
i
The pediment
ii Pre-Bedford Park watercolour
iii OS 25” map, 1871

3

The First Houses 1876: Godwin, Coe and Robinson
1 Godwin design which attracted Carr’s attention
2 Godwin design for semi-detached houses
3 Coe and Robinson design for semi-detached houses
4 Godwin design for corner houses
5 1 The Avenue (design 4)
6 1 The Avenue
7 35 Woodstock Road (modified design 4) 1963

4b Architect: R Norman Shaw
1 RNS third design for semi-detached houses
2 RNS first design for detached house
3 RNS second design for detached house
4 16,18 Priory Avenue
5 5 Queen Anne’s Gardens 1963
6 RNS: semi-detached houses with Dutch gables.
7 24-30 The Avenue
8 6 Bedford Road 1963
9 5 Priory Gardens 1963
10 20,22 Priory Avenue 1947
10 Bedford Park Club by E J May
1 Design for Club
2 Club photographed by Bedford Lemere 1881
3 Interior view

The original exhibition was attended by
Arthur Grogan, the Inspector of the
relevant Ministry, who quickly
recommended and secured agreement for
the listing of the majority of its original
houses. This was the turning point in the
remarkable revival of the suburb
following a period of decline, threats of
unsympathetic developments of major
sites and the potential degradation of its
special architectural details.

5

1880 Nos 12 and 14 Newton Grove designed by Maurice B
Adams
1 Portrait of M B Adams
2 Design drawing of the houses
3 Plan and window detail
4 Houses as originally built
5 Houses in 1963
6 Houses from the south

6

Early Photographs
1 Bedford Road with the Tower House, 1881
2 Church and Tabard Inn, 1881
3 Watercolour of Bedford Park under construction,
20.03.1877

7

Other Houses
1 21 Priory Avenue
2 11 South Parade and 14 The Orchard
3 14,13,12, and part of 11 South Parade
4 9 Queen Anne’s Gardens
5 Drawings of 14 South Parade
6 Drawings of 14 South Parade

4 Newton Grove showing traces of former fence.
B

Tower House (centre) and part of 5 Newton Grove (right) as
d

Houses in Bath Road as seen in a lithograph by
B

The same view as above in 2011. Only three chimneys in The
A

The extension to Chiswick Polytechnic built on the site
o

Ormsby Lodge (38 The Avenue) as originally built. The house
w

Ormsby Lodge flats of 1938. The redevelopment of the site
w

St Michael and All Angels in early 1966.

N

Sydney House as originally built. The ornamental gables at
t

T

The 1938 replacement house at 2 South Parade, with
e

A similar view in December 2005. The church is shown in much better condition than in 1966, with new roof and
b

1, 3, and 5 Blenheim Road. The poor condition of
t

Emily’s eloquent and beautifully illustrated talk
considered not just past history but current and
future issues in the conservation of the historic
environment. The protection of historic buildings
has a long history – in 1560 there was a
proclamation against “breaking or defacing
monumentes of antiquitie.” There are now some
500,000 listings with recent additions including
the pedestrian crossing of Abbey Road featured
on the cover of the 1969 Beatles’ Album. All
listings can now be accessed on the HE website
and a programme of updating is in progress. There
is a section where the public can “enrich the list”
and update data by submitting new information,
articles and photographs.
The date at which the term “Poverty Park” came
i

Detail of doors of 3 and 5 Blenheim Road, showing missing
d

Chiswick School of Art as seen in a drawing by its architect
M

1 Marlborough Crescent as built (The photograph
a

19, 21, 23 Queen Anne’s Gardens. The garden
f

1 Priory Gardens with roof and brickwork in poor condition
a

The 1963 Local Authority flats at 13 Bedford Road, seen from
t

The equivalent view to that above in 2011. D W Budworth

I

The replacement building for the School of Art (by then part
o

19 The Avenue with missing door hood.
B

1 Woodstock Road (The Yews) showing ruined fence along
B

Bedford House, saved from demolition in 1965 and listed
i

Chestnut House, the replacement for The Gables at
5
3 Newton Grove (as seen from
2

HE provides support in the form of training and
The 2017 exhibition was subsequently
workshops to local organisations involved with
mounted at the Jubilee Party and again at
the conservation of the historic environment.
the Society’s autumn lecture enabling
Direct intervention by HE tends to be restricted
many more people to enjoy it. A digital
mainly to major issues. For example, they are
version
has
been
published
on the THE EXHIBITION THAT SAVED
THE EXHIBITION THAT SAVED BEDFORD PARK I
THE EXHIBITION
THAT
SAVED BEDFORD
PARK I
BEDFORD PARK II
THE EXHIBITION THAT SAVED BEDFORD PARK II
involved in restoration of elements of
Society’s website as a permanent record.
Gunnersbury Park, which is on their Heritage at
Risk list. The great ﬁnancial pressures on local
authorities tend to increase the onus on local
organisations and residents to become active in
The Society co-sponsored a Golden Jubilee
both planning policies and in expressing their
garden party with the Bedford Park Festival to
views on planning applications.
celebrate ‘The Festival that saved Bedford Park’

Golden Jubilee Garden Party

that took place in 1967. This special event was
held at 7 Queen Anne’s Grove
by kind permission of Ian and
Tracey Hall. Around 100
guests enjoyed afternoon tea
on a perfect summer’s
afternoon served by
volunteers from the Society
and St Michael & All Angels
Church. Guests were
entertained by a series of
speeches about the early
history of the Festival and
Bedford Park and the
importance of the work of the
Society over the last 50 years.
Actor and local resident John
Rowe presented a series of
short readings proclaiming the
unique qualities of Bedford
Park by John Betjeman, the
Society’s ﬁrst patron.

Events and activities 6
Festival Green Days and
Christmas Fair

History and Education
developments

Once again the Society participated in the Bedford
Park Festival Green Days on Acton Green. This
provided an ideal opportunity for residents and
members to stop and chat informally to the
Society’s volunteers and committee members. Our
hard-working team of volunteers manned the stall
on Saturday and Sunday and recruited a number
of new members to the Society, as well as selling
a variety of Bedford Park memorabilia ranging
from cards and books to mugs, bags, umbrellas,
tea towels and aprons. We also supported the St
Peter’s Christmas Fair in St Peter’s Church in
December with a stall selling Christmas gifts.

The Society is developing three diﬀerent projects
to enrich our knowledge of the history of Bedford
Park through the study of residents. This work will
complement the extensive publications already
available on the architecture and planning of
Bedford Park.

Winter Party surprise
In January guests at the Society’s Winter Party for
members were surprised and delighted by an
unexpected performance mid-way through the
evening from 20 members of the cast of the Arts
Ed’s latest production, Priscilla Queen of the Desert,
who treated the audience to the show’s ﬁnale
numbers and rousing encore.

We are very grateful to the family of the late
Christina Speight for their generous cooperation
in enabling the Society to continue the researches
of Larry Duttson and Christina, which were
published as Mainly About Bedford Park People.
This remarkable publication includes several
hundred biographies of past Bedford Park
residents together with entries on particular
aspects of the suburb. The Society will continue
the work of compiling biographies and will
publish updated versions of this invaluable work
of reference.
The Society is also initiating an Oral History
Project to explore the more recent history of
Bedford Park through a programme of interviews
with residents. This project aims to ensure that we
conserve a record of residents’ memories and
experience of living in Bedford Park, which will
contribute to our understanding of the evolution
of the physical aspects of the area, the changes in
the social structure and the development of the
cultural and musical life. In due course we plan to
publish the results and are actively looking for
residents who are interested in participating in
this project.
The Society will continue the series of Betjeman
lectures which focus on the identity and
aﬃliations of early residents of Bedford Park.
Important contributions have been made in recent
lectures, by Andrew Saint in his Bedford Park,
Radical Suburb and by Daniel Mulhall in his Yeats
Family of Bedford Park. The 2018 lecture by Colin
Harrison on 13 June will consider the Pissarro
family and Bedford Park.

More than 100 guests enjoyed a convivial
atmosphere and animated conversation in the
Michael Room of St Michael & all Angels, while
smartly dressed staﬀ in Bedford Park green aprons
served ﬁzz and canapés, helped by the Society’s
Road Representatives. The hard work behind the
scenes from a largely new Events team was much
appreciated by the attendees who described the
event as “best food, best drink, best
entertainment.” Thanks go to the Society’s Events
Committee for organising the party and all the
food, to the Road Representatives who helped on
the night and to Aly Nazerali for the photographs
and the video, which can be seen on the Society’s
website.

If you would like to contribute to the Oral History
Project or know of someone else who might be
interested, please contact us at:
information@bedfordpark.org.uk.

7 Communications, membership and structure
Developing communications

Celebrating the architecture, people and history of the suburb
For members of the Bedford Park Society Autumn/Winter 2017

Become a member of
the Bedford Park Society
Support our work for the entire community
Help us protect our wonderful architectural heritage
Meet others in your local community
Keep informed on local issues, architecture and history

Members have responded very positively to our
continuing eﬀorts to improve our communications,
including our new style AGM. For the ﬁrst time, the
format allowed time before and after the
proceedings to meet the Society’s committee
members and other members informally over
drinks. Our regular updates on developments and
issues the Society is tackling have also been well
received. Each year we are receiving an increasing
number of questions and comments from
members and residents. Although these often
require further research and detailed follow-up,
we work hard to respond as quickly as possible.
Our new publication for members, The Journal,
celebrating the architecture, people and history of
Bedford Park, was launched in November.
Feedback included “it was a pleasure to read;” “it’s
full of such interesting material” and “it changes
the face of the Society.” We would welcome any
suggestions on how we might further improve our
communications and topics members would like
to see in future issues of the Journal. Please
contact us at: information@bedfordpark.org.uk.

Membership grows again
There was a signiﬁcant increase in membership
during the year. At the end of 2017, our total
membership stood at 591 individual members
representing 365 households, compared to a total
of 511 members and 320 households for 2016. Of
the total, 538 individual members from 326
households live in the Bedford Park area
compared to 459 members representing 268
households in 2016.
New members were encouraged to join after the
Bedford Park Community Group joined forces with
the Society and as a result of the Society’s
recruitment programme during the autumn when
our Road Representatives distributed brochures to
every non-member household in Bedford Park,
explaining the work of the Society and why
residents should join. Our presence at the Bedford
Park Festival Green Days and the 50th Anniversary
exhibition also provided an ideal opportunity to
engage with local residents and showcase the
work of the Society.

Society Committees and
Oﬃcers 2017
The Society is managed by an Executive
Committee with specialist committees working on
Planning, Infrastructure and Environment, Events
and Merchandise, Membership and Road
Representatives and Communications. We are
very grateful for the vital support and assistance
we received during the year from our many hard
working and committed volunteers and special
advisers.

Executive Committee and Trustees
Chair: Helen Jameson
Hon Treasurer: Simon Baddeley
Hon Secretary: Nick Bueno de Mesquita
Minutes Secretary: Simon Hillyard
Hilary Atherton
Kate Bowes
Wendy Williams
Carol Woolner DipArch RIBA
Nigel Woolner MBE, President, and Martin Landy, Vice
President, attend by invitation
Planning Committee: Carol Woolner DipArch RIBA
(Chair), William Taylor DipArch, MA, RIBA, FRSA,
Charles Wagner, BSc DipTP, MA, IHBC, MRTPI, FSA,
FRSA. (George Butlin BA Hons, FCSD and
Charles Lawrence AAdipl, Dip Conservation (IoAAS,
York), IHBC, RIBA until March 2017). George Butlin
continues as member of the Ealing Panel for Bedford
Park. Ted Holloway (consulted)
Infrastructure and Environment Committee: Helen
Jameson (Chair), David Blackburn,
Kate Bowes, Chris Carrington, Ruth Clarke,
Peter Eversden, Simon Hillyard, Martin Landy, Justin
Morris-Wyatt, Raj Parkash, Paul Walker, (Wendy
Williams until April 2017)
Events and Merchandise Committee:
Simon Baddeley (Chair until December 2017), Hilary
Atherton (Chair), Ruth Clarke,
Karen Griﬃths, Tessa Hopkins, Imelda Jones, Wendy
Williams (Alyson Sich, Harriet Benton, Johanna
Harrison, Diana Johnson, Alan Weavis
for part of 2017)
Membership and Road Representatives Committee:
Hilary Atherton (Co-Chair),
Wendy Williams (Co-Chair and Membership
Secretary), (Sarah Haimendorf and
Nick Haimendorf Membership database for
part of 2017)
Communications Committtee: Helen Jameson
(Chair), (Hilary Atherton until June 2017),
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