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1 Chair’s report

T

his past year has been a period of change for the Bedford
Park Society. We have of course continued our important
work to protect and enhance the amenities and
architectural heritage of Bedford Park, thanks to the enormous
commitment of our hardworking Planning Committee, who
liaise closely with both local councils and residents. We have
also tackled an increasing number of issues aﬀecting the
street scene and quality of the environment and organised
events to support a sense of community. The many aspects of
our work are described more fully in this annual report.
At the same time, we have implemented a number of changes
to respond to members’ and residents’ feedback about how
the Society could be more eﬀective in working on behalf of
the entire community. We believe we have made good
progress in three main aims:

Involving more people
Our new committee structures are now fully embedded with
groups of volunteers focussing on diﬀerent aspects of the
Society’s work, enabling people to become involved in their
particular areas of interest. New volunteers are already
making a much-valued contribution and helping us to be
more eﬀective. Our 32 Road Representatives play a crucial
role in two-way communication between the Society and
residents of Bedford Park. We are now providing more
frequent opportunities for them to meet as a group and to
discuss and feed back issues that residents in their roads are
raising. We continue to be very grateful for their time and
support in both communications with members and in the
recruitment of new members and membership renewal.

Improving the way we work
We have put particular eﬀort into improving the way we
communicate, with members, residents and the many people
keen to know more about Bedford Park. We have developed a
new website, which we hope you agree oﬀers a more modern
look for the Society. Our aim has been to make it easier for
people to ﬁnd information about Bedford Park, the Society’s
role in local issues and in commenting on planning
applications, as well as the guidance provided by both Ealing
and Hounslow councils, who make the decisions on all
planning applications. We have also made it easier for you to
communicate with the Society by email and through the
website. Our regular e-news has provided more timely
updates on current issues, what we are doing on your behalf,
and how you can help.
We realised last year that our constitution needed a full
review to reﬂect the new committee structures and to bring it
up to date with current Charity Commission guidelines. The
review is now complete, and we will be tabling a new form of
constitution, which we believe will serve the Society well for
the next decade at least.
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A single voice for Bedford Park
Since last summer we have been working closely with the
Bedford Park Community Group, and some of their
Management Committee members have been co-opted onto
our committees. This has increased our capacity to tackle a
broad range of issues on your behalf and, following the
dissolution of the Bedford Park Community Group in February,
the Community Group has joined forces with the Society,
enabling us to reach the point where we will be able to
provide a single, more powerful voice for Bedford Park. We are
most grateful to the individuals concerned for choosing to
work with the Society.

Invaluable contribution of our volunteers
We are indebted to our many volunteers for all they have
done for the Society during the year. In particular, I would like
to pay tribute to those standing down from the Executive
Committee and to some of our long-standing volunteers who
are retiring from their roles. I am delighted that Peter
Eversden, Peter Murray, David Budworth, Johanna Harrison
and Alyson Sich have decided to continue volunteering on
speciﬁc committees or as special advisers so that we are still
able to beneﬁt from their knowledge and experience.
We are enormously grateful to Peter Eversden for his
unstinting service over 19 years as our previous Chair, for the
time and commitment he made to Bedford Park and its
community, and for the many signiﬁcant achievements of the
Society under his leadership. Our sincere thanks go to Peter
Murray for his valuable and inspiring contribution over many
years as Honorary Secretary and Vice Chair; David Budworth
for his invaluable knowledge of Bedford Park history and his
extensive work on our archives and publications; Johanna
Harrison for organising our events so brilliantly; Alyson Sich
for her outstanding contribution as Membership Secretary and
on events; to Sandra Grant for her contribution to many
aspects of our work, in particular for editing our newsletter
and handling our PR and publicity for very many years; to
Linda Ambrose for organising, involving and leading our group
of Road Representatives and to Carol Douglas for liaising with
St Michael and All Angels Church for us on numerous matters.
We are truly grateful for all they have done for the Society, for
being so generous with their time and for their tremendous
eﬀorts on your behalf over so many years.

Helen Jameson, Chair,
The Bedford Park Society

Planning 2
A busy year saw our Planning Committee maintaining its
customary high level of activity, commenting on 75 planning
applications (up from 72 in 2015). This year also saw the
decision to create a Planning Steering Group to provide
additional support to our planning team. In addition, the
Society’s new website has expanded the range of on-line
information about planning available to residents.

Planning applications
The decision to grant or refuse a planning application is taken
by Ealing or Hounslow boroughs. However, our experienced
and expert Planning Committee provides an input to these
decisions by commenting on planning applications aﬀecting
listed buildings or other buildings in the Bedford Park
Conservation Area*. The boroughs are not obliged to take
account of our comments.
The members of our Planning Committee commented on 32
applications in the borough of Ealing (38 last year), 16 of
which were for listed houses. Of the total, 22 were approved,
six were refused by the borough and three were withdrawn.
Several are waiting for decisions. Only one appeal has been
lodged and is waiting for the Inspector’s decision.
The Planning Committee commented on 43 applications in
Hounslow (34 last year); 15 of these related to listed houses.
Of the total, 27 were approved, 13 were refused and two
withdrawn. Of the refusals, seven went to appeal, of which
two were allowed, and the others were dismissed.

Appeals and modiﬁcations
Of the cases which went to appeal, all except one upheld the
positions taken by the Society’s Planning Committee. The
framework within which applications are decided provides
broad guidance as to acceptable alterations to listed buildings
and in conservation areas but they also leave scope for
judgement by those commenting and deciding on
applications. It is reassuring that the Society’s comments are
so closely echoed in appeal decisions by inspectors from the
Planning Inspectorate, suggesting that our comments are
sustainable and reﬂect current conservation practice.
Many applications in both boroughs were modiﬁed following
our comments. For example, changes proposed to the ﬁrst
ﬂoor of a listed house, which would have changed the ﬂoor
plan irrecoverably from the original, with no great advantage
to the owners, was modiﬁed to retain historical fabric
(cornices, skirting etc). In another modiﬁcation, following our
comments, replica aluminium windows were used to replace
1930’s steel instead of UPVC.
Our objective is to protect the character of Bedford Park but a
number of types of development pose particular threats at
the moment. This includes basements in non-listed houses,
which require the introduction of light wells in front gardens
eroding the space for soft planting. The growth of “roof
windows” can lead to the roof-scapes of streets becoming
patchworks of tile and glass and changing the character of the
Conservation Area. Both boroughs have guidelines regarding
the form these extensions might take, which do allow for

some roof windows. Similarly, the wonderful variety of front
fences, which we inherited, is at risk of being eroded by the
changes to fence types.

Planning Steering Group
set up
In an important development this year, a Planning Steering
Group was established to support the Planning Committee by
providing a strategic overview on issues related to Listed
Buildings, planning legislation and conservation in Bedford
Park in the context of its unique heritage and the aspirations
of today's residents. The group, comprising six leading
architects, all with extensive experience in planning,
conservation areas and associated issues, is listed on page 7.
We are grateful to the members, which include several who
are residents in Bedford Park, for agreeing to contribute their
time and considerable expertise.
The extended planning section created on the new Bedford
Park Society website now gives detailed guidance on the
procedure for planning applications and the role of the
Society. It also provides detailed guidance on many of the
changes frequently submitted in planning applications and
gives access to the Society’s Technical Notes, which provide
much useful information on many aspects of work on Bedford
Park houses.
*The members of the Society's Planning Committee comment on new
applications. In Hounslow, the Society is directly invited by the borough to
comment on planning applications; Ealing Council has set up a Conservation
Area Advisory Panel, which consists of the same three members of our Planning
Committee. These arrangements help to ensure a consistent approach
throughout the Bedford Park Conservation Area.

The Society’s Technical Notes provide
invaluable information for residents
planning work on their homes

3 Our activities
Focus on waste and recycling
In Ealing, despite strong objections by the Society, other local
organisations and many residents, the Council introduced
wheelie bins and fortnightly collections in June last year. The
Society was pleased to support the Bedford Park Community
Group’s campaign to inform Bedford Park residents of the
special concessions negotiated with the Council for the
conservation area and surrounding streets. These enabled
residents to opt for a smaller (120L) rubbish wheelie bin and
also choose to purchase their own smaller recycling bin. The
aim was to reduce the visual impact on the area and allow
households to choose bins more suitable for their individual
needs.
Over 400 households opted for the smaller 120L rubbish bin
and at least 200 chose to supply their own recycling bin or
share with neighbours. The Council subsequently dealt with
many more requests.
Hounslow Council announced that fortnightly general rubbish
collections will be phased in from Easter 2017 or soon
afterwards although recycling and food collections will
continue to be made weekly. This will involve the provision of
new recycling and food containers for all households and the
possibility of a larger 240 litre general rubbish wheelie bin
being provided where householders are unable to manage
with the 140 litre size. We are questionning the need to
change from bags to containers, the sizes of which have not
yet been clariﬁed.

Trees and tree management
During the last year, we have been successful in establishing a
dialogue with the oﬃcers responsible for tree management in
both boroughs, which enables us to be better informed of
future plans and to discuss tree management within Bedford
Park.
Following Ealing Council’s three-year survey in Autumn
2016, 100 trees in the Southﬁeld Ward, including over 40
in Bedford Park, were identiﬁed as being diseased and/or

Preserving the
character of our
streets
The Society supported the campaign to
reduce the visual impact of wheelie bins in
Ealing and worked with both boroughs to
improve tree management in our streets

dangerous and in need of felling. At a meeting in Bedford Park
with the manager responsible for tree management, he
explained that each tree had been inspected by him and by
an aboriculturalist who was commissioned by the Council to
carry out the survey. He showed how they had determined
which individual trees were diseased and needed to be
removed. As a result, we were reassured that the removals
were necessary. The felling was carried out before the end of
the year and a comprehensive pruning programme of existing
trees is under way.
All the felled trees were due to be replaced before the end of
February 2017. This work has been made possible due to a
donation from the Southﬁeld Ward Forum, together with a
grant from the GLA both matching the Council’s contribution.
We met again with the tree oﬃcer to discuss the replanting
programme and the species selected. A further meeting is
planned for later in the year to discuss on-going tree planting
in the suburb. The Council has advised us that if they receive
a request for a new tree, they are often prepared to supply
one.
Hounslow Highways also carried out their three-year survey
on behalf of Hounslow Council in Autumn 2016. At a meeting
in Bedford Park with the manager responsible for tree
management, he explained the programme of pruning, which
was very encouraging. This work started in February with a
number of trees being cut to the previous pruning point.
Some tall trees such as the planes were left until a major
crown reduction (pollarding) could be scheduled, which may
require road closures.
We asked members to contact us with complaints about trees
in both Ealing and Hounslow. Unfortunately, most of the
problems raised are not considered justiﬁcation for pruning
by either council. Restricted light, sap and bird droppings, the
size of the tree, allergies and minor ailments are not accepted
as grounds for pruning/felling. Details of the very limited
grounds can be found on the Ealing and Hounslow council
websites.
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Lecture links Letchworth and
Bedford Park
This year’s Betjeman lecture was once again presented by a
leading expert in his ﬁeld. On 12 December, Dr Mervyn Miller,
a distinguished architect, town planner and historian, shared
his deep knowledge of Letchworth, the world’s ﬁrst garden
city under the title: “The Spirit of Place in Letchworth Garden
City.” The lecture was held in the Andrew Lloyd Webber
Foundation Theatre of the Arts Educational School.
Although the ﬁrst steps in the creation of Letchworth followed
some 30 years behind the establishment of Bedford Park, Dr
Miller found many parallels between these two experimental
communities and in their ‘spirit.’ In both cases many of those
attracted to live in the communities engaged with the radical
ideas and politics of the time. In addition, the two
communities shared an adherence to an architectural manner
(though this is disguised by the extensive use of render in
Letchworth) with a strong relation to the Arts and Crafts
movement. A full report on the lecture can be found on the
Society’s website.
Proceeds from the Betjeman lectures go to the Cure Parkinson’s
Trust. Sir John Betjeman, the ﬁrst patron of the Society, suﬀered
from this disease.

Bedford Park, radical suburb?
Published by the Society in 2016, “Bedford Park, Radical
Suburb” by Andrew Saint is an important contribution to the
history of Bedford Park. It supplements the 2015 lecture
Andrew gave to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the
death of Jonathan Carr, the founder of Bedford Park.
The central theme builds on the traces of Carr’s links with
John Stuart Mill and other leading radicals and suggests that
Carr’s own political radicalism lay behind many aspects of
both the design and early life of Bedford Park. This may have
determined the choice of a Queen Anne style, linking the
estate to a period which marked the beginning of British
political freedom. Both the Bedford Park Club, which allowed
more or less equal rights to men and women and held
debates on radical issues such as votes for women and Irish
independence, and the remarkable sociability of the Bedford
Park community, can also all be considered marks of
advanced radical thinking. These argue that the traditional
idea that the community was an “aesthetic” one may need to
be balanced with it also being a “radical” community.
Elsewhere, the paper explores the background and career of
Carr, drawing on detailed research on his family and
background carried out by David Budworth, Historical Adviser
to the Society.
Copies are available from information@bedfordpark.org.uk.

Lecture programme continues
The 2016 Betjeman lecture featured Letchworth Garden City
(illustrated left). The Society published an expanded text of
Andrew Saint’s 2015 lecture (right)

5 Our activities
Wealth of archive material

Winter Party success

During its 54 years of existence, the Society has accumulated
a considerable collection of records, documents, photographs
and other pictorial records, and memorabilia. David Budworth,
Historical Adviser to the Society, continues to work on the
archives and uncover new material. The most substantial part
of the collection was acquired by the late Tom Greeves, cofounder of the Society and the ﬁrst serious recorder of its
history and architecture. After Tom’s death in 1997, his widow
Eleanor, an architect herself, organised and catalogued the
material accumulated over more than 40 years, and in 2001
deposited much of it in Chiswick Library on indeﬁnite loan.

This year’s Winter Party was another sell-out, and considered
by all to have been a huge success. Guests summed up the
evening as a thoroughly enjoyable event – delicious food,
free-ﬂowing drinks and a good mix of people – making for a
very convivial atmosphere. Over 100 members gathered in
the candle-lit Michael Room of St Michael and All Angels
Church for the occasion, organised by the Events Committee
and assisted this year by two handsome young waiters in
the Society’s “gate-logo” aprons. Thanks go to the hardworking members of the Events Team who, guided by
team-member Harriet Benton’s professional expertise,
ensured a plentiful supply of deliciously imaginative food.
Thanks also to Ellen Rooney for photographs of the evening.

Ownership of the Greeves’ collection was transferred to the
Society a few years later when the Local Studies Librarian of
Hounslow, James Marshall, pointed out that the material in
which it was housed was showing signs of wear and was not
of archival quality. The Society’s Tom Greeves Fund paid for
material for the rehousing, which was done almost entirely by
James Marshall, who also compiled a much more detailed
catalogue of the collection. Some other Greeves’ archives
were retained by Peter Murray, while Secretary of the Society,
who added new material as it was generated and accepted
gifts of historical records from people with connections to
Bedford Park. This secondary collection has now been
deposited in Chiswick Library, but has not yet been properly
arranged and catalogued, although a list of the then contents
was compiled in late 2009.
The material in Chiswick Library can be seen when the Local
Studies Department is open, usually on Mondays and
Thursdays. The Library itself has a collection of Bedford Park
material, which should not be neglected by anyone looking
for information about the history of their house and the
people who have lived there.

Tom Greeves’ house, 11 Newton Grove
(left), and members enjoying the Society’s
Winter Party (right)

Good sales at local events
The Society again supported Bedford Park Festival Green
Days with a stall selling a variety of Bedford Park memorabilia,
ranging from cards and books, to mugs, bags, umbrellas, tea
towels and aprons. Better displays of our goods helped attract
many visitors to our stall this year. Thanks to our Events and
Merchandise team we have improved the look and
accessibility of the stand.
For the ﬁrst time we were open on both the Saturday and
Sunday (10 and 11 June). Poor weather meant total takings
were similar to previous years but the response was
suﬃciently encouraging for us to decide to continue our twoday presence next year. Also on hand were CHATR members,
informing residents about the likely impact of a Heathrow
third runway on Bedford Park.
On 3 December, the Society hosted a stall at the St Michael
and All Angels’ Christmas Fair in St Peter’s Church, Southﬁeld
Road. As well as supporting this local event, our attractively
presented stall resulted in good sales of books, Bedford Park
mementos, specially-themed Christmas items, stocking-ﬁllers
such as festive candles and other gift ideas.

Street issues tackled again 6
Preserving our heritage
lighting
We have been monitoring Hounslow’s proposals for new
street lighting in Bedford Park and have urged the Council to
adopt the recommendations of the expert report we
commissioned in 2015. This raised concerns about glare and
light pollution, bulb colour and the aesthetics of the lantern
and columns. The Council’s latest proposals adopted many of
our recommendations, but its formal decision did not commit
to them. With the help of local councillors, we succeeded in
getting this decision deferred.
We continue to check Hounslow Highways’ work and through
a freedom of information request obtained details of the
required performance standards. Recently, we were successful
in having the stump of a redundant lamppost on Bath Road
removed and are currently endeavouring to have a lamppost
that obstructs the pavement by the church removed.

Street signage reduced
Following Hounslow’s introduction of an overnight lorry ban
in Bedford Park, which brought Hounslow into line with Ealing,
we were successful in persuading both Councils to eliminate
the related signage along the common boundary to remove
the clutter and confusion of competing signs. We are hoping
to do the same following the extension of the 20 mph speed
limit into the Hounslow side of Bedford Park. This will
eliminate a total of almost 50 road signs.

Litter and street cleaning
We have worked hard in chasing up Hounslow to improve
street cleaning in Bedford Park. This year saw early and
prolonged leaf fall, and we succeeded in getting a muchimproved cleaning service. We also regularly report
overﬂowing bins, which fail to meet the Council’s published
standards. We also reported some problems in speciﬁc streets
to Ealing Council.

Questions about parking
In Ealing the Society worked with the Bedford Park
Community Group to question Ealing Council’s withdrawal of
paper visitor vouchers, which leaves RingGo Pay by Phone as
the only option for payment. While residents are generally
happy to have access to RingGo as an alternative to the
vouchers, the complete withdrawal of vouchers is impractical
for many, particularly those with lack of access to the internet
or elderly residents uncomfortable with paying by phone.
We have established that paper vouchers can still be obtained
for anyone who can demonstrate that the RingGo system is
unsuitable for their needs because of age, disability or
exceptional circumstances. Since this is not made clear on the
Council’s website, we have alerted local agencies to this
concession. We continue to tackle the Council about the
withdrawal of paper vouchers and do not believe that they
have provided a satisfactory response to our questions or
concrete evidence in support of their change of policy.
In Hounslow the Society supported the Council’s proposal to
ban parking by the mini-roundabout and by the island refuges
on Bath Road for safety reasons but commented against initial
proposals for extending double yellow lines in Abinger Road,
which would remove valuable parking space and encourage
faster rat-running.
Subsequently, Hounslow Council published formal
consultation notices for the introduction of new parking
restrictions aﬀecting junctions in Bedford Park and other parts
of the Borough. The Council proposed converting existing
single lines at junctions into double 24-hour lines and
possibly extending them, with the loss of existing parking
spaces. The Society, together with a number of residents,
opposed the proposal on the grounds that the existing single
yellow lines have been in place for 25 years without any
accidents and removing parking spaces allows traﬃc to speed
up, thus increasing the risk of accidents. It was unclear from
the proposals whether parking would be lost, so the Society’s
Road Representatives took accurate measurements of what
was proposed in each aﬀected street. The Council has now
amended its original proposals and said it will be shortening
the double yellow lines, retaining single yellow lines and also
extending some parking bays.

Success in
improving the
streetscape…
…and challenging unwelcome proposals

7 Our activities and structure

Having recently obtained the latest Land Registry details of
the ownerships of the sections of land immediately in front of
the shops, we have now started new discussions with those
involved. We hope to get the north-south roadway at the
western end resurfaced but this is complicated by there being
no current owner.
A retrospective planning application for the structure erected
in front of the café was considered and turned down by Ealing
Council, who issued an enforcement order.

Increased membership for
the year
Total active membership for 2016 increased to 511 individual
members representing 320 households. Of those, 459
individual members from 268 households live in Bedford
Park.
This compares to a total of 469 members and 290 households
for 2015. Of these, 424 members representing 255
households were living in Bedford Park.

The Society is managed by an Executive Committee with
specialist committees working on Planning, Infrastructure
and Environment, Events and Merchandise, Membership and
Road Representatives and Communications. We are very
grateful for the vital support and assistance we received
during the year from our many hard working and committed
volunteers and special advisers.

Executive Committee
Chair: Helen Jameson
Vice Chair: Peter Eversden MBE
Vice Chair: Peter Murray Hon FRIBA, FRSA
Hon Treasurer: Simon Baddeley
Hon Secretary: Nick Bueno de Mesquita
Minutes Secretary: Simon Hillyard
Hilary Atherton (co-opted)
Kate Bowes (co-opted)
David Budworth, MBE, Historical Adviser
George Butlin BA Hons FCSD (co-opted)
Carol Douglas
Sandra Grant
Johanna Harrison
Martin Landy
Charles Lawrence AAdipl, Dip Conservation (IoAAS, York), IHBC,
RIBA (co-pted)
Wendy Williams (co-opted)
Carol Woolner DipArch RIBA
Nigel Woolner MBE
Planning Committee: Carol Woolner DipArch RIBA (Chair),
George Butlin BA Hons, FCSD, Charles Lawrence AAdipl, Dip
Conservation (IoAAS, York), IHBC, RIBA, Ted Holloway (consulted)
Infrastructure and Environment Committee: Helen Jameson
(Chair), Kate Bowes, Chris Carrington, Peter Eversden,
Simon Hillyard, Martin Landy, Justin Morris-Wyatt, Paul Walker,
Wendy Williams
Events and Merchandise Committee: Johanna Harrison (Chair),
Simon Baddeley, Harriet Benton, Sandra Grant, Diana Johnson,
Alyson Sich, Alan Weavis
Communication and Membership (now Membership and Road
Representatives) Committee: Nick Bueno de Mesquita, Chair
(until October 2016), Hilary Atherton (Co-Chair), Wendy Williams
(Co-Chair), Linda Ambrose, Carol Douglas, Sandra Grant,
Nick Haimendorf, Sarah Haimendorf, Alyson Sich (Membership
Secretary)
Communications Review Group: Helen Jameson (Chair),
Hilary Atherton, Kate Bowes, Sandra Grant,
Nick Bueno de Mesquita
Planning Steering Group: Sir Donald Insall CBE (Chair),
Stephen Bee, Chairman Urban Counsel, Hugh Broughton,
Principal Hugh Broughton Associates, Peter Murray, Chairman
New London Architecture, David Selby, Senior Partner Hopkins
Architects, Nigel Woolner MBE, Architect & Consultant
Chapman Taylor, Architects & Planners
Patron: Sir Donald Insall, CBE
President of the Society: Nigel Woolner MBE, Dip Arch RIBA,
FRSA, FRCM Vice Presidents: Martin Landy, Ted Holloway
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Over many years, the Society has been working to achieve
improvements at Bedford Corner, both in its appearance and
safety for pedestrians. The main stumbling block has been the
complex ownership of the land and properties and a lack of
cooperation between the diﬀerent owners. To date, the
Society has assisted the owner of part of the east/west
roadway to resurface it and the owner of number two
implemented a similar upgrade. We are now seeking a
response from the owner of Number one.

Society Committees and
Oﬃcers 2016

Published by The Bedford Park Society 10 Blenheim Road, London W4 1UA. Registered charity number: 288204. www.bedfordpark.org.uk.

Bedford Corner

